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Two Covenants. 
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T he Epiſile 

and Reaſons of my entring 
upon this Task; yet it may 
not be amiſs to let thee 
know , that as ſometimes 
much may be compriſed in 
a little, fo thou wilt find 
it to be in this ſmall Book, 
which contains a Subject of 
great Extent ;' And that 
thou mayſt meet with in 
it, as much as thou mayſt 
ſeek for in vain in much 
larger Volumes. I think I 
may ſay without Vanity or 


x * 6 * 


Affectation, That it does 
exactly anſwer the Title, 
that ſeems to promiſe much. 
For indeed I thought it 


to the Reader. 
would: have taken up more 
room in print than perhaps 
it may. But however, I 
may preſume that nothing 
material, in relation to the 


Subject handled in it has 


been omitted by me. I 
might eaſily have made it 


larger: But I was always 


a great Lover of Brevity, 
where things were made 
elear. And I conſidered 
that my Book would be 
likely to do more good, be- 
cauſe the Price being like- 
ly to prove {mall according 
to its bulk, it would be 


bought by thoſe who had 


not 


1 


not much Mony to ſpare, I 


World, will be well accepted 
of by all Perſons of good 


Temper, ) tho of different 


Perſuaſion in Matters of 
Religion ) becaule the Hi - 


ſtorical Part is not unplea 
Judgment and found Rea - 
ſon, founded upon the Te- 
nor of the Old and New 


I hope, thou wilt find it 


Peruſal. 
What- 


de Reader. 
Whatſoever it is, L pr 
our Lord Chriſt, to whote 
Honour it was chiefly de- 
ſign' d, That it may an- 
ſwer the end which was 
propoſed by me in ſend- 
ing it abroad after preach- 

ing upon it at home. And 
if thou findeſt any good 
by it, give God the 
Praiſe, who made me the 
Inſtrument (though un- 

worthy) of bettering Mens 


ER in one of the 
no 


0ſt difficult Subjects in 
Religion; and of contri» 
buting ſomething to the 
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"The Intodudion.” 


T Deſign by che Bleſſing of God, to 
treat of the Two Covenants men- 
tioned in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament, called the 
Firſt and the Second, and ſometimes 
the Old and the New, which are dif- 
_— Ho! from ee in _ 
t 1ngs ree an) ers. It 1s 
an 133 21 2 very large and l 
comprehenſive Nature, and of the 


the 


A Diſcourſe of the 


the well handling of it may be known, 
what be. the true Conditions upon 
which the Salvation of Men turns, or 
what God has promiſed to do on his 
rt to encourage them to come up to 

is Terms, that is to ſay, to keep his 
holy and righteous CY 
* 6951 Jews. 150 Moſes, to 
e 1128 6 And ole 
has th treated of 

many — yet I may fairly 3 
ſume, that I have done omething to- 


Wards t oving of it: For it is 
of that 1 — eo! be to E 


the diligence of many Men. And 
= I 2 done "my ugh in this 
Diſcourſe, thers will ye 9 mp m for 
others to emp Joy Ehainſelyes 
A yo = it CY 72 rg exerciſed 
mm 8 lor. Ears, 
rimes 7 — Ifound it 2 
with 0 any Difficulties and diſagree 
in ne amongſt Learn en. 
420 that which chiefly. inclined me 
to take: fo, much upon it, was (as I 
tale it) the great uſefulneſs of it. 
* was of Opinion, that L. eguld 
| mploy my time in a Subject that 
cool "rn, benefieiab for my felt; 
* — therefore 1 elk 


To Covenants. © 

felf to open and explaiti it to my 
People in 2 Touttry Cure wherein 
the Providence of God had placed 
me; which, when I had done; 292 
an Account of it to as learned a Matt 
perhaps of out Church as any of his 


time, (not with God) Achat 1 might * Potter 
ktow Whether 1 had takkef a : = 


Method or rt: And he told me; 
That 1 had pitch'd upon a Subject 
that in the Judgment of Luther Was 
the moſt proper for 4 Divine to be 
1 1 rtforme it, and without which 
w Man ſhoald think himfelf to be 
a complete Theologue. He did alſo 
approve of the Method I had taken - 
for the main: For 1 will not be fo 
vain as to ſy, that he heard or read 
all that is here offered to the World: 
For what 1 had then drawn up for 
the ufe of my People has fince paſſed 


throngh feveraf Alterations through 
thofe of materia)morein cc Meck d 
and Phraſe ttar in the reaſon of the 
Argument. Since then I have preach'd 
upôn it in another Country Place 
to which 1 have been removed: And 
the Sum and Subftance of it is now 
offered to the Publick, that 1 might 
do the more a y 9 
| 2 


' A Diſcourſe of the © 
The Reſult of all, which I am wil · 
ling the Reader ſhould take notice of, 
is, That what is here publiſhed is not 
the Produ of a few Thoughts, but 
of many. years Meditations, And 
though ſome, who, have not duly 
conſidered the great Difficulties of 
this Subject, may think that leſs time 
a great deal would have. done, and 
that now I have offered no great 
Matter to the view of the World ; yet. 
Iam in hopes that the moderate and 
learned of all Perſwaſions, who are 
well acquainted with the ſeeming 
Contradictions in Scripture, and know. 
bow hard it is to ſtate the difference 
between the Two Covenants, will be 
of another mind. -And if I mect with 
the general Approbation of ſuch, I 
ſhall not be much concerned for the 
Cenſures of others, who can ſooner, 
fnd fault with what is done to their 
hands, than do any thing themſelves, 
that may benefit the World. 
+I thought it was 5 to ſay 
thus much by way of Preface or In- 
troduction, that I might ſmooth my 
way. to tlie matter it ſelf, which ha- 
Ving done, and T hope, with the good 
WR LS e 1 addeels my 
vat” "I. | 1 


— 


Tuo Covenants. 


ſelf unto it; and I preſume that there 
is no better Method to be taken in 
the handling of it, than to lay down 
the Definition or Deſcription of theſe 
Two ſeveral Covenants as they are 
to be found in Scripture, and then 
to treat of the ſeveral Parts whereof 
iy nee 99G Re 
'Firft Covenant then is that 


which was made between God and 


the People of the ſews, after their 
departure out of Egypt, of which Mo- 


ſes was the Mediator at Mount Sinai 


(called alſo Hhreb on certain Terms 
and Conditions; on their part, that 
they would  Religiouſly obſerve all 
his Laws: The Terms on God's part, 
(ſo far as appears by the bare Letter 
that he would bring them into the 
Land of Canaan promiſed ſo long be- 
fore to their Fathers, and' there bleſs 


them with a long Life, plenty of all 
Things, and continued Proſperity: 


Which Covenant was confirmed by 
the ſtrongeſt Sanction in the Opinion 


of all Men, that is to ſay of Blood 
(but of Beaſts) and was to continue 
till all things typified and prefigured 


by thoſe Laws were fulfilled; and 
till there was a neceſſity for the bring- 


B 3 ing 
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Ys. 
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"Thi 1 I We 


A Diſcourſe of ibe 
ing in 2 better Covenant that ſhould 


Colors 


9 8 15 HY De 


N eie Yo hers na 5 
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— t 
is drawn irom ſeveral. 6 
holy Scripture, and put — that 


1 View may be 2 9 7 i | 


wi: 1 566555 der Med. 
ran 5 Io erſon 
0 the 


| — repeated 
Pon 125 to tl 12 ers by ſe- 
veral Pro phets 5 N beſtow his 
Pays it Wen hereby they 
ſho gl be co to lead a new Life, 
a8 a 5b 1 erms of the,Goſpel; 
which 1 wy, duly Ne e then 
he wou =p . ter Country 
5 0 ns ae ou 
or. Heaven; where they ſhould 
| abt 94 
vi the holy Je, © ths Mediator of 
this 


Wu 
o + 
2 mung. 
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this Covenan 150 * con rmed- it 
wi his own infinitely; more 


SF: the I of Beaſts; 


therefore is to be look d 
"ok fy 
= 


a Covenant not bd * 75 
any other. 1 
$I take to be as 

a 

co Covenant as tlie other of the 

Li, and ſhews it ſelf 5 lainly in 
e fioly Scripture; as will appear 

when I come os rake it in 25 75 


and to: treat of the Parts thereof 2 
7 Ives. 
By e 
Ki cherto, ee ceive the 125 
Reader Will 79 ſatisſied with 
my A aderral that has 


King of a Subj 
97 through ſo many hands be- 
en than he Was to the, hare, Title 


1 Book. For he will perceive 
945 2 built nothing upon Fancy, 
but have eyed holy Scripture all 


along, and ad be Poctrine of the Church 
of England, which will. be. more . 
aten d in what follows. 
Having now laid ſomething in the 
WF 
. e and the Difference between 
* ſhould 1 come according 
4 to 


855 or Deſcription equa the Se. 


the Nature of the Two Co- 


P ; 


low. 


A Diſcourſe of the 

to. my propoſed Method to examin 
the Parts of the Firſt Covenant di- 
ſtinaly, But before I enter upon 


7 


this, it may be convenient to ſatisfy 
the Reader why T have taken no no- 
tice of the Covenant faid to be made 


with Adam, which (if a Covenant) is 
ſurely the Firſt ; nor of that which 
is ſaid to be made afterwards with 
Abraham, the Father of the Faithful. 
Now the Reaſons of this are as fol- 

Firſt, I do not find any ground 
for aſſerting a formal Covenant in 
the firſt Caſe, there being only a 
Prohibition given to Adam againſt 
eating of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, and a threat' ning an- 
nexed to it, of certain Death, upon 
the e eg of it, Gen. 3. And 
as to the Caſe of Abraham, I find the 
Matter juſt reverſt; that is to ſay, a 
Command given to him to go out of 
his Country, upon the performance 
of which God aſſured him of his Bleſ- 
ſing, Gen. 12. 1, 2. If it be ſaid, That 
afterwards God made as it were a 
formal Covenant with him, Gen. 17. 
from the firſt Verſe to the tenth, 
when he appointed the Sign and . 


to take notice of t 


of the Covenant, namely, Circumci- 
Gon, to be obſerved by him and all 
his Poſter ity. 1 anſwer "= 1 
was the firſt Prelude to what followed 
after at Mount Sinai, when: there was 
a more explicit Covenant made; and 
theręſgre I have 99 e e or reaſon 
a at which is not the 
Firſt Covenant Aen. . 

But Secondly, which is moſt ma- 
terial, I do not find either of theſe 
called the Firſt Covenant in Scrip- 
ture, but that made with the Jews 
at Mount Sinai. So it is Jeremy 31. 
31. Where the holy Prophet ſpeaks 
of an Old Covenant that we made 
with the People of 1/-ae/, when he 
brought them out of the Land of 


Eg pt, and then ſpeaks of a Second, 
Yes I have already explained 


the Matter, And this is referred to 
Hebrews. the 8th, from the 8th to the 
end of the Chapter, which I ſhall 
have Occaſion to make uſe of again 
in the following Diſcourſe, _.. | -- 

Again, when St. Pau! makes men- 


tion of the Two Covenants, Galat. g. 
24. he expreſly mentions that made 
at Mount Sinai, the Place where the 
ee was en, (rates By, 

| all 


f 9 


at this 


4 _ 1 the 


all other Covenants which tridy be 
fancied ) and then mentions the 2 
e Mod is = pee which 1 have 
2 . alem. 
FT wilt Ain hee - 5955 eader to 
ret that remarkable Place in the 
12th Chapter to the Hebrews 15 
roth e. 4 ＋ to Wh, 14 25 0 
ter; which, if he does, 
that I had 'reafon for 
fying of the wo Covettants a: 


"Hz now given 25 —— 
\ Haring now er I ve pre ng. notice 
2 wing 
be made vith Adam in Paradiſe, nor 
of that which was made with the Pa- 
triarch Abraham; I come now to treat 
of the feveraf Parts of the Firſt Co- 

venant as I have ſtated it above. 
And, as F have faid, ir was only made 
with the People of the Jews: For 
they, with their Wives and Children, 
pen — 2 God, hearing His 152 

fing cheir Acceptance; 

oy _ delivered the ys 
Commandments, aſter a werrible and 
frightful' manner, they faid utito Mo- 
ſe, Speak rhou with ut and we will y 
Exo 


T wa Covenant. 


ang 19. . he parallel 
Hearing, which 3s f Fr ded to 


2 "this N . When 
Moſes had written all the Command - 
ments which he had received from 
the Mouth of the Lord in a Book, 
which is called the Book of the Cq- 
venagt on God's my and had re- 
. 
L retur is 
40765 the Tad ſaid will we 

do, 4. Lene, Bd Exod: 24. 7. Now 
who were they that made this/Anfwer 
to God's Propoſals? Were they not 

ws only? This appears plainly alſo 
om the — to Ne 151 ; Soy 
mandments, in which the Almi 
puis them in mind,; Phat He was 
that very Lord God;who had' — N — 
them out of the Land of Fy 
of the Houſe of Bondage. 9 | 
ſuppoſe was done to ſtir Fa our 
the; moſt ſtrict Obedience of the 2 * 
1 concerning their Duty to 
to one another ; there being 
—— thought more powerftt to: 

oblige, than the” Memory * 9 2 

a 


li 
nd Signal Favours; thou 
be confeſſed alſo, T Hat e thle 
greateſt 


1 


4 Diſcourſe of the 


groneh Kindooly nes God ans foan 


rgotten. And the holy Scripture 
teſtifies this concerning this very 
People; They forgat God their Saviour, 
who had done ſo great things in Egypt; 
wonderful things in. the Land of 


_—_ 

loc er. And who had delivered 
them from the hardeſt. Bondage in 
the World ; a Thing the moſt uneaſy 


in it ſelf to Men Free- born, and who 


were deſcended: from the Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, to whom 
ſo many gracious Promiſes were 
made. From theſe Things tis plain, 
That only natural Jews were con- 
cerned in this Firſt Covenant, ex- 
cept any of other Nations would of 
their own accord come in, and ſub- 
ſeribe to it, as very many did all 
along, and by ſo doing came to be 
Partakers of all the Privileges. of the 
Jewiſh, Church, which indeed were 


[ things by the Red-Sea, Plal. 


greater than thoſe ofany other People 


under the Canopy, of Heaven; be- 
cauſe they were entitled to all the 


" 


gracious Promiſes made by Almighty 


God to his choſen and peculiar ones. 


Theſe Men who ſubmitted to Circum- 
ciſion, and all the Laws given by Ma- 


ſes, 


T7 wwo Covenants, 

>, were ſtiled by them Proſelyti Juſti- 
1 Proſelytes of Ri IP 5 in 
greater eſteem with them than othe 
whom they termed Proſelyti Porte Pro- 
ſelytes of the Gates,who worſhipped the 
ſame true God with them, but were not 
circumciſed, nor obſerved all the Or- 
dinances of the Moſaic Law. But 
then nor Foreigners or Aliens were 
compelled to be of the firſt Sort, 
much leſs were any to be forced after 
the A rance of the Maas in the 


World ; as is cleared beyond all diſ- 


pute from the 15th Chapter ef the 
Acts. For when ſome Jewiſh Bigots 
cryed up a Neceflity for the Gentile 
Converts, that is to ſay, ſuch as a- 
mongſt the Heathen believed upon 
Chriſt, to ſubmit to Circumci 


and the whole Pedagogy of Moſes, 


without any Abatement of any t 


therein contained; the Apoſtles and 


Elders of the Church being aſſembled 


together at Jeruſalem to conſider of 
the Matter, after examination into it 
unanimouſly declared againſt the falſe 
Doctrine of thoſeJudaizing Chriſtians, 
and paſſed a Decree quite contrary to 
it, in theſe Words, © Foraſmuch as 
we have heard that certain which 

© went 


13 


14 


Diſrour ſe of the 
« went out from us, ha ve troubled 
« you with Words, ſubverting your 
« Souls, ſaying, ye muſt be circum- 
« ciſed and keep the Law, (that is to 
ſay, the Ritual and Ceremonial Law, 
as well as that which is Moral) * to 
« whom we gue no ſuch Command- 
«ment; it ſeemed good to the Holy 
« Ghoſt and to us, to lay upon you 
no more than theſe neceſſary things; 
That ye abſtain from Meats offered 
« t6 Idols, and from Blood, and from 
things Strangled, and from Forni- 
cation; from which if ye keep your 
« ſelves ye ſhall do well. Ats the 
« :{t from the 23th Verſe to the oth; 
For the better underſtanding of 
which, it is convenient to explain di- 
ſrinctly what things are here for- 
bidden, and how or upon what Ac- 


count it was neceſſary for theſe new 


Converts to abſtain from them. 

To begin with the firſt: From 
Things offered to Idols; that is to 
ſay, From the Fleſh of the Beaſt that 
was offered up to the Honour of an 
Idol, and was referved to be eaten 
by him that offered the Sacrifice, and 
Ins Friends, whom he invited to par- 
take with him: Which if they had 

at : eaten 


—— — — — —— — — —— Ü EArü%ͤ1ͤ!„% „„ - 0 *- 
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| eaten of, they had been implicitly or 
hoe Idolaters. For Idolatry 
| might committed Two ways; 
: Firſt, By offering Sacrifice to an Idol, 
or falſe God. Secondly, By Commu- 
nicating with thoſe that did; as by 
partaking of that which was offered 
in Sacrifice. Both theſe were forbid- 
den by the Law: of Moſes, and here 
alſo by the holy Apoſtles. And there 
is reaſon: to think, that they meant 
the latter kind of Idolatry, which per- 
haps was not ſo exprelly forbid by 
the Law of Moſes, and was to be ob- 
ſerved as part of the Chriſtian Law 
by all that came over to the Faith. 
Secondly, They were to abftain from 
the eating of „not only forbid- 1 
den by the Law of Moſes, but alſo 
( as great Writers take notice upon 
the Place) was one of the Seven Pre- 
cepts of Noah, which were to oblige 
all his Poſterity, and Religiauſly ob- 
ſerved ati this day by a great part of 
the Chriſtian Church, I mean, all 
thoſe of the Greek Communion. It 
is by no means; to be. underſtood: of 
the Sin of Murther, (though the moſt 
Learned Dr. Hammond underſtands. it 
ſo) becauſe that Sin is always 1 

„ wiſe 
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* A Diſcourſe of the 
wiſe expreſt in holy Scripture, name- 
ly, by ſhedding Man's or by kil- 
lng. And the Doctor's 'Interpreta- 
_ 33 ſuit _ the next 
thing forbidden, any thing ſtrangled, 
forbid by the Law of Mo Xo ( * 
moſt likely) becauſe thereby they 
ſhould eat the Blood forbidden before. 
And this confirms the Senſe of the 
former Thing, and is acknowledged 
by great Expoſitors upon the Place. 
The fourth Thing forbidden is Forni- 
cation: The moſt Learned Dr. Light- 
foot underſtands of marrying within 
the Degrees forbidden by the Law of 
Moſes. This might paſs very well, 
becauſe to marry within theſe De- 
grees is counted unlawful (I ſup- 
ſe) by- all Chriſtian Churches, to 
ſure by the Church of England. 
But I am in doubt, whether it was 
upon the Account of this Apoſtolical 
Decree, or becauſe it has been ac- 
counted amongſt the moral Laws of 
Moſes, which did not only oblige the 
Jews, but does all People. Beſides, 
that Tz, the Greek word for Forni- 
cation ſignifies _—_— Thing, 2 
ing Luft in oppoſition to the State 
IE Marriage, and was the _— 
#02 5 krable 
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rable Companion of the old Idolatry, 
to which it is cloſely joyned, in the 
Account we have of this very Mat- 
ter at the 2oth Verſe of this Chap- 
ter, Firſt, there is mention made of 


Pollutions of Idols, and then Second- 


ly, of Fornication, I ſhall now en- 


quire, how far theſe Things were ne- 


ceſſary, whether as Things general 
in themſelves, and ſo obligatory up- 
on all Men, before the giving of the 
Law; or as having ſomething of a 
a Ceremonial Nature only, and ſo 
tied upon the Chriſtians for a time, 


that they might give no occaſion of 


offence to the Jews, who were very 
zealous for all the Laws of Moſes. 
And for this latter Opinion this may 
be ſaid, That St. Paul did many things 
in compliance with the Jews, that is 
to ſay, obſerved many Rites and Cu- 
ſtoms of theirs, meerly to gain their 
good will, which he was not obliged 
to do, as he himſelf ſays in ſeveral 

Places of his Epiſtles. | 
But it is agreed by moſt Expoſi- 
tors, That to abſtain from Meats of- 
fered to Idols, and from Fornication, 
a conſtant Companion of the former 
| Sin, were not wy commanded 4 
| | tne 


17 | 
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A Diſcourſe of the 
the Law. of Moſes, but alſo before, 
and were part of the Law of Na- 
ture; but of the other two there is 
not that agreement ; ſome holding, 
That the abſtaining from Blood, and 
from Things ſtrangted, was part of 
the Levitical or Ceremonial Law,and 
bound here upon the Gentile Con- 
verts, more to pleaſe the Jews than 
= they were perpetually Mo- 
e A HS AO 

And I will not take upon me to 
be poſitive how that Matter is: But 
there is a greater Queſtion ftill be- 
hind, Whether theſe were all the 
Things the new Converts were to 
obſerve ? And I anfwer with Grotius, 
That they were not. If it be enqui- 
red, How the Apoſtles muſt be un- 
derftood ? T anſwer, with ſubmiſfion 
to the Learncd, that the Apoſtles 
enjoyned thefe Things preſcribed by 
the Law of Moſes, and without which 
Injunction they might have been 
look'd upon as not Obligatory to What 
they had before learned, (and I will 
add) to what they might after learn. 
For, as it 1s to fuppoſed , that 
they had before-hand been inſtructed 
in the Knowledge of the only _ 
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God, and of his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
ſome. other Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith (for how elfe were they con- 
verted to it?) ſo it may be fairly 
prefumed, That ſtill there might be 
ſome other Things proper to the Chri- 
{tian Religion to be learned by them, 
becauſe time is required far this. 

T could not well pafs by this very ' 
knotty Place, which I had occaſion 
to make uſe of: And if I be miſtaken 
in the Senfe of any part of it, I may 
reaſanably hope for a favourable Con- 
ſtruction from the Learned and Inge- 
nious, who know it to be a Place t 
has exercifed the Wits of the greateſt 
Men, and in which they have gone ſe- 
veral ways. By the Place it ſelf (how- 
ever I have underſtood it) it plainly 
appears, That the Jews were only 
concern'd 16 the Obfervation of all 
Things contained in the Law of 
Moſes, which is the Thing that was 
alledged to prove. So that if I have 
been miſtaken in the Explication of 
any part of it, it does not in the leaſt 
weaken or impair my main Deſign in 
treating of it. 

The ſecond Particular to be ſpoken 
to, is, Who was the Mediator of this 

DM Cove- 
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Covenant between God and the 
People of the Jews; and that was 
Moſes. It may not be amiſs to ſhew, 
who he was, how great a Perſon, 
and how fit for ſo mighty an Em- 
ployment. And this may be done 
by running over his Birth and Life, 
till I have brought him to Mount 


Sinai, the Place where the Covenant 


was made under his Miniſtry. 
T be Life of Moſes. 


In his Birth there was ſomething 
more than ordinary, to point out, as 
it were, that he ſhould prove in time 
a very conſiderable Perſon, as indeed 
he did. For Expoſitors take notice 
that his Mother was full 80 years of 


Age when he was born into the 


orld, at what time Women are 
paſt Child-bearing. And *tis obſer- 
ved by ſuch as have writ the Lives 
of great and extraordinary Men, that 
many who have been born of aged 
Parents, have proved ſuch in the 
courſe of their Lives. Such, ſay they, 
was John the 7 00 the Forerunner 
of Chriſt, and ſtiled by him the 
greateſt of Prophets, to be ſure . 
_ 
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Son of a very old Father and Mother. 
I paſs by what a Providence there 
was in preſerving him in his Infancy, 
when he was expoſed upon the River 
of Nilus, and he was taken into the 
Family of the King of Egypt's Daugh- 
ter, who adopted him for her Son. 
Little did his Mother think, when 
ſhe ſent her Son to ſeek his Fortune 
(as it were) upon the Waters of Ni- 
lus, that he ſhould have the Educa- 
tion of a Prince, and be indeed ſuch 
a One to his Nation, and become the 
moſt Famous Lawgiver in the World 


(except one,) be inſtructed by God 


himſelf, and be made one of his Priv 


Council, with whom he would ſpea 


Mouth to Mouth, as it is expreſſed 
Numb. 12. 8. a Privilege beyond that 
of other Prophets. _ 
But oh the Goodneſs of God! who 
takes care of the Miſerable and Help- 
leſs (as he did of the poor expoſed 
Moſes) and brings things about be- 
yond E Fanz and fits his Ser- 
vants by ſtrange Providences for thoſe 
great Employ ments to which he has 
deſigned them in the courſe of their 


| Lives. Thus Moſes being taken in- 


to the Family of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
C3 be 
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became learned in all the Wiſdom 7 the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in Words and 
1 Deeds, as St. Stephen reports the 
Matter, Ads 7. 22. that is to tay, he 
was able to expreſs himſelf in Words, 
and to do thoſe worthy Actions, that 


became one who had his Education 


in a Prince's Court. Joſephas reports, 
That he commanded 2 Army of the 
ptiaus againſt the Ethiopians , at 

— time their King's Daughter was 
ſo much taken with his Beauty, ar 
Princely Air, that ſhe contrived a 
way to have the City ſurrendred to 
him. Which, if it were true, no 
queſtion would redound much to his 
Reputation: But the Scripture ſay- 
ing nothing of it, I ſhall not inſiſt 
Bur that which adds moſt 

to his Commendation is, That he was 
a true Lover of his Nation (though 
under Bondage and Affliction) and 


ſtood up for his Country- men when 


they were wronged, (as appears b 
his Story) b el ns hy a6 
rived himſelf of all the Advantages 
fe might have enjoyed in the Egyp- 
tian Court, and brought himſelf into 
a Neceſſity of flying from it, and to 
live a priyate Lite in another Coun- 
try; 
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try; where his higheſt Employment 
was to keep Sheep in a loneſome Wil- 
derneſs. 4 

How it came about 1s laid down in 
the ſecond: Chapter of Exodus, and 
the parallel Place in the ſeventh Chap- 
ter of the As, and I will not ſpend 
time to diſcourſe it particularly, Tis 
certain it was a great Change ; from 
a Prince, from a Commander of Ar- 
mies, to become a Shepherd. And 
perhaps there was as good a Provi- 
dence in it, as that which took him 
out of the Waters at firſt, For here- 
by he might be happily weaned from 
the Vanities of worldly ' Greatneſs, 
and be the more fitted to be a Shep- 
herd of God's People, for-which he 
was long ago deligned. So Philo, 
that elegant Jew, thinks of this Mat- 
ter. And there is ſome probability 
in the Conjecture; Whether that the 
keeping of Sheep is a kind of Govern- 
ment, or that it is a Trade of Life, 
which diſpoſes to Mildneſs and Gen- 
tleneſs, Qualities requiſite in thoſe 
that are Men of Rule or Power; or 
whether that Moſes having a good 
Stock of Learning before, and having 
ſo much leiſure in a Buſineſs that 

* 5 did 
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himſelf to thinking , and improv 


into the Hebrew, far the uſe of his 


A Diſcourſe of the 
did not much employ his Mind, gave 


1 
his former Stock of Knowledge, a 


- adding to his former Attainments, 


and ſo rendring himſelf more fit to 


be a Guide and Ruler to Men, and to 


lay down ſach Laws as would make 
them uſeful to themſelves and others. 
But certain it is, That the Almighty 
is ſaidito lead his People like a Flock 
by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, Pal. 
77, and the laſt Verſe. Again, *tis 
certain, that ſuch an innocent Trade 
of Life as the keeping of Sheep, does 
afford Men a great deal of time, to 
employ their Thoughts upon the beſt 
and nobleſt things ; eſpecially if the 


had been trained up in the Methods 
of Wiſdom before, as was the Caſe of 


Moſes. Whilſt he was taken up in this 


Trade of life, tis ſuppos'd that he tran- 


ſcribed the Book that goes under the 
Name of Job, being a Hiſtoryof his Life 
and Sufferings; a Wark fit to be tranſ- 
mitted to all ſucceeding Generations, 
fortheir comfort and ſupport in times 
of Afflictions, which he found writ- 


ten in the Syriack Tongue ( as is 


thought) and which he tranſlated 
9 
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r Country-men, then groanin 
5 the moſt ſevere — in the 
World, that they perceiving the end 
of Job might conceive hopes of bet- 
ter Times. It may be 10; becauſe 
that excellent Perſon the preſent Bi- 
ſhop of Ely calls this very Book, the 
Ancienteſt Book 1n Scripture, in his 
incomparable Paraphraſe upon it, and 
cites Somebody ſaying, that Job was 
Aęxnbrig O T8 Meonus, older than Moſes 
by two whole Ages. And if ſo,then tis 
notunlikely but that itmight come in- 


to the hands of Moſes, who had great 


Reaſon to tranſlate or tranſcribe it, and 
much leiſure to do it, during his abode 
with Jethro his Father in Law, where 
he had little to do, but to keep Sheep. 
I am not to account for the Truth of 
this Tradition, neither is there any 
Doctrine built upon it. Only it may 
be ſuppoſed, That ſo great a Man as 
Moſes would employ his Times of lei- 
ſure to the beſt Advantage, But to 
come more cloſe to the Story whilft 
he was keeping Sheep in the Wilder- 
neſs of Sinai, or Horeb, (as it is in 
the third Chapter of Exodus) God ap- 
peared to him in a Buſh of flaming 
Fire, and let him know, That he 

| | {ſhould 
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People; and partly, becauſe he was 


A Diſcourſe of the 
ſhould be the Inſtrument of bring- 
ing his People out of that exceſſive 
Slavery which he had ſeen, and ta- 


ken notice of for certain, and from 
which he intended to deliver them 


under his Miniſtry and Conduct. And 


then tells him what he ſhould do, 
and how he ſhould demean himſelf 
in this Buſineſs, It appears that he 
was ſomething unwilling to under- 
take it; partly upon the Account of 
his own People, who might juſtly call 
in queſtion his Miſſion from God, 
which he mult pretend to; partly, 
becauſe he might well think , that 
the King of Egypt would not be eaſily 
wrought upon to forego ſo great a 
Benefit and Profit, as he had by the 
Service of the Children of Iſrael, who 
were the Drudges of him and his 


conſcious to himſelf that he was flow 
of Speech, and unfit to deliver ſuch 
an ungrateful Meſſage, with that 
Grace and Life, that might ſo far 
Work upon the King and his Cour- 
tiers, as to bring them to a Com- 
pliance with the Demands hie was to 
make, though in the Name of the 
moſt High God. But though he made 


all 
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an — _ yet at _ went 
chear ike a n) u 
God's Bad, — man Rubs 
he met with in his way, he happily 
accompliſh'd the Buſineſs that God 
committed to his Management. The 
teſt Difficulty he met with, was 
om the Magicians of Egypt; who, 
being affiſted by Evil Spirits, Enemies 
to God and his People, or elſe having 
Skill in certain Spells and Charms, 
or having learned ſome Tricks of Le- 
gerdemain, or e , in cer- 
tain Drugs, which could alter tlie 
outward Face of Things; ( but *tis 
molt likely by the firſt Means) vied 
Miracles with him, doing as he did 
AP things, till they were over- 
power'd by a higher Genius, and a 
greater Energy acting in Moſes,which - 
rs 1 3 5 — ac- 
now ledge, eir own Diſabili 
Exod. J. 18. . 
I will not ſpend any time in an- 
ſwering the Calumny that was caſt 
upon Moſes by ſome Learned Hea- 
thens, Of his being a Magician. For 
they are confuted by the bare Story; 
wherein we find, 'That the Magicians, 
who withſtood him, own'd that there 
Was 
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was the Finger of God, that is, his 
Power, in his Miracles, and more 
than they could pretend to. If ſo 
underſtood , the Theory of Magick 
( as 2 he might, being skilful 
in all the Learning of the Egyytians,) 
I don't ſee how this can tend to his 
Diſgrace, ſeeing he made no uſe of 
it, Foe acted by an higher Principle, 
the Power of the Holy God; as ap- 
pears in that he oppoſed the Magi- 
cians, and overcame them even by 
their own Confeſſion. 


The Third Particular to be ſpoken 
to, is, the Place where this Firſt Co- 
venant was made. It has two Names 
in Scripture, Sinai and Horeb, as ap- 
pears from Exod. 1 9. compared with 
Deut. 4. and 5, and o Places; 
Whether it had two Tops, one of 
which was called Sinai, and the other 
Horeb , ( as Dr. Lightfoot and other 
Learned Men ſay, when they ſpeak 
of this Matter ) or whether it might 
be called Sinai, from a Word impor- 
ting Buſhes growing there, and Ho- 
reb from another Word ſignifying in 
the Hebrew Drineſs or Rockineſs ; 
whether thus or the other way is not 

| mate- 
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material, Only the Place is remark- 


able throughout all Ages for what 


was done there ; the Giving of the 
Law, a Thing 55 conſiderable as any 
other Thing that ever happen'd in the 
orld, after a very memorable Deli- 
verance that was afforded the People 
of God. It has a very honourable 
Title aſcribed to it in holy Scripture, 
The Mount of God. And Learned Men 
give theſe two Reaſons for it: Firſt, 
As it was a very great and high Moun- 
tain ; as a great Fire is called the Fire 
of God. Secondly, As it was a Place 
dignified with the Preſence of the 
Great God. Moſes did uſe to feed 
Sheep upon it, and round about it; 
and little did he think, what did af- 
terwards happen, that he and his 
People ſhould ſerve God in that ve 
Place, (as God told him) and whic 
was actually verified when the Ta- 
bernacle was ſet up, and the Worſhip 


of God appointed in an outward Glo- 


rious manner, which rendred that 


barren and dry Wilderneſs more ho- 


nourable than the goodlieſt Cities in 
the Word, It was a Place very con- 
venient for the purpoſe; becauſe it 
was at that diſtance from Egypt, that 


Moſes 
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ſes Would not let the People 70 UP in- 
eſt t 
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Moſes and his People had no reaſon to 
fear any Moleſtation from the Egyp- 
tiaus, Who might ſtill have an han- 
kering mind to do them fore Miſ- 
chief, and if poffible to bring them 
back to their old Slavery, and ma- 
king Brick again; and beſides was a 
Place very convenient for Moſes to 
have intercourſe with God. Here 
he went up and down, according, as 
he received Orders from the moft 
High, whilft the People had a Com- 
mand to ſtay below. Some may be 
ape to look upon 'this as a Piece of 

1 in Moſes, and particularly 
Mr. Hobbs in ſome, part of his Works, 
feems to have a ſquinting Eye that 
way, and flily to inſinuate, as if Mo- 


to the Mountain with him, hey 
ſhould difcover more than he was 
willing they ſhould know. But what 
il Deſign could he have, under whoſe 
Miniſtry ſo many good Laws were 
given to the fews? Beſides, the Peo- 
ple fear'd God talking with him in 
the Mountain, whilſt they were be- 
low, (as is plain from Scripture it 
ſelf;) and none of the Jews ever ſuſ- 


pecled any foul Play, but were verily 


per- 
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perſwaded, that God ſpake unto their 
Fathers by him, and have him till in 
the higheſt Veneration. But it 1s 


no wonder, that fuch a Man, as was 


no great Friend to revealed Religion, 
ſhould glance at any thing that might 
tend to, the diſparagement of thoſe 
who have endeavoured to recommend 
it to the World. To this may be ad- 
ded, That there was ſuch Thunder- 
ings, Lightnings and Earth-quakes, 
that the People were afraid to come 
any nearer the Prefence of God than 
they were. Before I leave this Point, it 
may be convenient togive fiveReaſons, 
why the Law was delivered after this 
terrible and affrighting manner. And 
'tis generally by Learned Men agreed, 
That it was done the more effectuall 
to work upon their dull and carnal 
Minds. I will add alſo, That theſe 
Things did betoken a more imme- 
diate Preſence of God upon the Mount, 
which is enough to make the ver 
Rocks to quake and tremble, And if 
the I/raelites had not fo done, they 
muſt have been more ſtupid and hard 
than the Ground they trod on, nay 
than Flint and Stone. 


To 
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Io proceed; as the Law was gi- 
ven at Mount Sinai or Horeb , ſo it 
Was repeated after a very particular 
manner in the Plains of Me, when 
they were juſt upon entring upon the 
Promiſed Land, as appears from the 
firſt Chapter of Deuteronomy to the 
end: In which that holy Man of 
God Moſes, does all that he can to 
recall to their Memories all the Paſ- 
ſages that happened from their firſt 
coming out of Egypt till that time, 
and lays before them the ſeveral Pre- 
cepts of the Law, Moral and others, 
ſtirring them up with the greateſt Fer- 
vour and Earneſtneſs out of an holy 
Zeal, becoming a good Man and Law- | 
15 „who was intimately affected 
imſelf with thoſe Rules of Piety | 
which he delivered to others in the 
Name of God ; Bering thorn, I fay 
by all means to remember them, and 
ſet themſelves to the practice of them, 
as the only thing which would make 
them long and happily to enjoy the 
Conveniences, Pleaſures and Delights 
of that rich and plentiful Countr 
they were going to take poſſeſſion of. 
That is a remarkable Place to this 
purpoſe, Deut. 29. and the 1oth Yeh 
| "I 
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Te ſtand all of you this day before the 
Lord your Goa, your Captains of your 
Tribes, your Elders and your Officers, 
with all the Men of * Jour little 
Ones, your Wives, and the Stranger that 


* 


i inthy Camp; from the Hemer of Wood 


to the Drawer of Mater: That thou 
ſbouldeſt enter into Covenant with the 
Lord thy God, aud into his Oath, which 
the Lord thy God maketh with thee this 
day: And at the 14th Verſe, Neither 
do I with you only wake this Covenant, 
and this (Oath ; but with him that ſtan- 
deth with us here this day before the Lord 
pur God, and alſo with him that is 
not here with us this day. | 
Here, tis plain, that there was 

formal Covenant entred into between 
God and the People of the Jews, 
themſelves, their Wives and Children, 
as alſo with their Poſterity. The 
Children entered into it, becauſe 
their Parents did, and thoſe alſo who 
were not yet horn, becauſe they may 
be bound by the Covenants that have 
been made by their Anceſtors. Thoſe 
who are to come after are, as it ere, 
in Being; becauſe in the Loyns of their 
Parents, Which, by the way, may 
ſer ve for a very 75 Anſwer to the 


grand 
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grand Objection againſt Infant-Bap. 


tiſm, which indeed is entring into 
Covenant with God in and through 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. For though In. 
fants have not Reaſon as yet, nor ca- 
pable actually to believe, yet being 
preſented by their Parents, and Sure- 
ties, who undertake to inſtruct them 
in the Terms of the Covenant, and 
do their endeavours to have them per. 
formed ; there is no reaſon, why In- 
fants ſhould be thought utterly inca- 
pacited for Baptiſm, which is the out- 
ward Rite of entring into Covenant 
with God, as Circumciſion was in old 
time, 


If this Place had been conſidered b 
thoſe who are called Anabaptiſts, 


r my ſelf they would not 


ave ſo ſoon divided from the Na- 
tional Churches, as they have done; 
I may add, from all Proteſtant Chur- 
ches who retain Baptiſm received 
from the Antients, To which I will 
add, That if God-fathers and God- 
mothers would more Religiouſly per- 
form their Duties, in reſpec of thoſe 
rey ſtand engaged for, that is to ſay, 
endeavour to teach or inſtru them, 
or having them inſtructed in 3 
: ticles 
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ticles of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
to act according to the ſame, and 
h have them confirmed by the Biſhop, 
> they would bring the Practice and 


Souls of ſuch as they themſelves have 
taken the Charge of. I will not en- 
large upon this, becauſe it is foreign 
to - main Buſineſs. 

I ſhall therefore addrefs my ſelf to 
ſpeak of the Terms or Conditions of 
this Firſt Covenant, both on God and 
Man's Part. 8 

I begin with thoſe on the Part of 
the Jews, who were chiefly, or only 
concerned in it. For they, as I have 
ſhewn, were bound to obſerve all the 
Laws of Moſes, not only Moral, but 
Ceremonial and Judicial alſo. For 
to the Obſervation of all theſe they 
fully conſented and agreed without 
any Reſerve: And therefore it is not 
neceſſary for me to lay before the 
Reader a full and complete View of 
all thoſe Laws, or to write diſtinctly 
of them. ?Tis enough to make ſome 
general Obſervations concerning the 
whole Law, which may be of publick 
and general Uſe. 

| D 2 Firſt, 


Orders of the Church into Reputa- 
tion, and do a great deal to ſave the 


.- 
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Firſt, then I obſerve, That it is a 
Law ſuited to the Nature of a Com. 
monwealth, or a Society of People 
linked together for mutual help and 
comfort. And hence no notice 1s ta- 
ken (as is obſerved by the Learned 
Dr. Barrow) of any Rule or Precept 
that relates to a Man himſelf, as So- 
briety and Temperance, which is 
much commended to us under the 
Second Covenant. It is made a third 
Part of the Chriſtian Religion, when 
it is ſumm'd up by the Apoſtle St. Paul, 


"Fe 0.123. 


Secon iy» F obſerve, That there 
be many Precepts in the Law of Ae. 


ſes which have particular Relation to 


that People, to the Country they 


Were going to be poſſeſſed of, and the 


Nations that bordered upon them, 
from whoſe Cuſtoms and Manners 
they were particularly to be dehor- 
ted, leſt they ſhould follow them; 
and which therefore do not concern 
other Nations: As the Laws concer- 
ning Leproſy, abſtaining from Meats, 
and bringing their Sacrifices to the 


Temple; the Inſtitution alſo of ſeve- 


ral Feaſts, as the Paſſover, in remem- 
brance of their Deliverance out of 


Egypt ; 


01 
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Egypt; their Feaſt of Tabernacles, in 
remembrance of their ſojourning in 
the Wilderneſs ; their Feaſt of Pente- 
coſt, in remembrance of the giving 
of the Law. From which, by the 
way, it may be gathered, That Chri- 
ſtan Biſhops, or Governors in the- 
Church, may appoint Feaſts in re- 
membrance of great Mercies recei- 
ved on certain days; as the Firſt day 
of the week in remembrance of Chriſt's 
Reſurrection; of Chriſtmas day, in 
memory of Chriſt's Nativity; of 
Whitſuntide, in remembrance of the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; as has 
been appointed by the Higher Powers 
both in Church and State, and which 
ought to be obſerved with as much 
Religious Feſtivity, as the Jews ob- 
ſerved their ſtricter days ſet apart by 
the Law of Moſes. This is not con- 
trary to the holy Apoſtle St. Paul, 
where he blames the Galatians, For 
obſerving days and months , times and 
years, Gal. 3. For it appears plainly, 
by the ſcope of the holy Apoſtle, thar 
they were Times appointed by the 
Jewiſh and not the Chriſtian Law ; 
and were a Shadow of Chriſt, that 
is, of Mercies to be received by him, 
| 5 as 
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as appears from Coloſſians the third, 
where the ſame Apoſtle treats of this 
Subject. | 

Thirdly, I obſerve, That the great 
Deſign of this Law was, to eſtabliſh 
the Worſhip of the only true God, the 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, in op- 
poſition to the falſe Worſhip that had 
obtained in the World, and had been 
practiſed by the 1/raelites themſelves 
in the Land of Egypt. 1 

A very noble Deſign, worthy of a 
Lawgiver who pretended to be ſent 


of God. And in this the Firſt and 


Second Covenant entirely agreed. 
Fourthly, I obſerve, That this Wor- 

ſhip was of Two ſorts : Firſt, inward; 

Secondly, outward. Firſt , inward; 


as the Love and Fear of God, Re- 


liance upon his Word, ExpeRance of 
all good Things from him, as may be 


ſeeli by ſeveral Paſſages in the Book 


of Deuteronomy, 
This is entirely taken into the Laws 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of the 


Second Covenant, as appears alſo by 


many Places in the New Teſtament. 
Secondly, There was an outward 


| Worſhip, conſiſting in offering Sa- 


crifice, by way of Homage or Atone- 
e658 5 , 3 5 1 8 ment 


„ e r e ee. 


U 
al 
V 
te 
0. 
h 


oe 


Two Covenants. 


ment for Sins committed. Both which 
are now out of date; becauſe it is a 
Worſhip too much corporeal, than 
to continue under the Goſpel ; be- 
cauſe God would have us worſhip 
him in Spirit and in Truth, John 4. 
Which corporeal Worſhip was nei- 
ther accepted of it ſelf, nor comman- 
ded, till after the giving of the moral 
Law. The 1/raelites had fallen to the 


Worſhip of the Golden Calf, as may 


be taken notice of by thoſe that read 
the Hiſtory, and is obſerved by 
Learned Men upon that Place of Je- 
remy, Ver, 22, For I ſpake not to your 
Fathers, nor commanded in the day that 
I brought them out of the Lana of Egypt, 
concerning Burnt-offerings or Sacrifices : 
Which agrees with what we find of 
this Matter, in the Hiſtory of it laid 
down in the 19th Chapter of Exodus; 
where *tis ſaid they were come to 
Mount Sinai, from the third Verſe to 
the ſixth, No mention is made of 
Sacrifices; nor in the next Chapter, 
where the moral Law is faid to be 
delivered from the Mouth of God 
himſelf; nor in the two next Chap- 
ters; nor indeed till they had been 
ſome time without that Service, and 
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till they ſtood in need of an Atone- 
ment to be made for their abomina- 
— * in worſhipping the molten 

And thete is no doubt, but that all 
this Service was typical, and did pre- 
figure the Shedding the precious 
Blood of Chriſt;the immaculate Lamb 
of God; and ſo in part was under- 


cluded by learned Men. 

But now, though the offeting Sa- 
crifice by way of Atonement was yy 
pical, and many Actions belonging 
to the ſame purely ceremonial, as the 
manner of ſlaying the Beaſt, or divi- 
ding it, and laying the Pieces upon 
the Altar, and ſuch like; yet there 
were other things accompanying the 
ſame were purely Moral; as confeſ- 
ſing Sin, — reſtitution and fa- 
tisfaction for Wrongs and Injuries 
done to their Neighbours, without 
which no Atonement could be fully 
made; as may be ſeen in the ſixth 
Chapter of Leviticus, and other Places, 
Now theſe being purely of a moral 
Nature, as the Worſhip of God in 
Spirit and Truth is, or the Loving 
him with all the Heart is, are of 
5 . eternal 


ſtood by the Jews, as is generally con- 
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eternal Obligation, in force as well 
under the Second Covenant as under 
the Firft, under the Goſpel as well as 
under the Law : Of which Matter 
thete is more than bare Implications. 
For our Saviour ſays, If a Man bring 


his Gift ( that is, his Free-will Offer- 


ng) to the Altar, and there remem- 


ber that his Brother had ought a- 


gainſt him, (that is, matter of com- 


laint for e or Injuries received 


from him) he ſhould firſt be recon- 
ciled to his Brother, Sing is, make 
him amends) and then come and 
offer his Gift, and then no doubt it 
ſhould be accepted , St. Matthew 5. 
23, 24. Which Text is the more re- 
warkable, - becauſe our Saviour is in- 
forcing the moral Law upon the Con- 
{ciences of his Diſciples, The Lear- 
ned Dr. Lightfoot ſhews' how all this 
might be done, and the Man's Gift 


might receive no prejudice 9 Te 
e ha 


ſo long before the Altar, till 

made his Peace with his offended Bro- 
ther. For ſeeing the Jews were not 
to offer their Gifts but at ſome of the 
great Feaſts, at which all People of 
Age were to be preſent; it was no 


hard matter for this Man, who had 


brought 
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brought his Gift to the Altar, to find 
out his Brother, and make him Satiſ- 
faction. Which being done, he might 
then return with a chearful and glad 
Heart, as being aſſured that his Of- 
fering would be accepted. 

As for Confeſſion of Sin, we have 
a plain Text of Scripture for it: Con- 
ts your Faults one to another, and pray 
one for another, Jam.5.16. that is, I 112 
poſe, in caſe of Wrong. More might 
{aid of this matter: But I ſhall have 
occaſion to inlarge upon it, when TI 
come to conſider the Conditions of 
the Second Covenant. | 
_ Fifthly, I obſerve, That the Wor- 
ſhip preſcribed by the Law was very 


Chargeable and Expenſive : For ſee- 


ing.it conſiſted of offering up Beaſt 

by way of Homage, or by way of 
Atonement, with Meat and Drink- 
Offerings annexed to them, it could 
not be a cheap Seryice, He that will 
read the 28th and 29th Chapters of 
Numbers, will be of the ſame mind. 
For the Jews were to offer two Lambs 


every day in the year, the one at 


Morning and the other at Night, to- 
ether with their Meat and Drink- 
Offerings. And this Service was double 
| on 
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on every Sabbath-day. And on great 
Feaſts, the Firſt day of every Month, 
the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, Feaſts of Ta- 
bernacles, Day of Expiation, it was 
very much enlarged in the number of 
Beaſts, quantity of the Meat and 
Drink-offerings to be joyned to them. 
The Thing being to be plainly read in 
the forecited Chapter, I will not 
trouble my ſelf, or the Reader, with 
the Particulars : But ſhall in the ge- 
neral tell him, from Dr. Bright's Ta- 
bles, That there were ſpent in this 
Service, but in one years time, of li- 
ving Creatures 1273, Buſhels of Meal 
112, Pints of Oyl 312, of Wine 
2736. This muſt needs amount to a 
great Sum in a year: But then it is 
not to be accounted, how much might 
be ſpent by particular Perſons to make 
an Atonement for their Sins and legal 
Pollutions, which were contracted 
ſo many ſeveral ways, that they might 
as ſoon become obnoxious again, as 
they were cleanſed. And therefore 
I muſt leave this matter to the Judg- 
ment of others upon the Reading of 
the Levitical Law. Add to this, the 
Charge of the Shew-bread for the 
eating of the Prieſts, the Fir- fruit 
a : of 
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of Corn, of the Threſhing-floor and 
Wine-preſs, of their Dough, the re. 
deeming of their Firſt-born, the ran- 
ſom of their Souls, which both poor 
and rich were obliged to pay, for the 
Maintenance of the Sanctuary; and 
laſtly, the Tenths of all their In- 
creaſe, which is far beyond One in 
Ten (as has been moſt certainly com- 


puted by Learned Men ;) I ſay, put 


all theſe together, and it will appear, 
That the Service of God preſcribed 
by the Law was very chargeable. 
me I obſerve, That it was 
extremely troubleſom : For beſides 
that they were bound in many Caſes 
to go far from' home to worſhip, as 
at the Temple of Jeraſalem three times 
a year at the leaſt, the Feaſt of Paſſo- 
ver, Pentecoſts, and Tabernacles : So 


here they were oblig'd to innumerable 


Cleanſings and Purifications, by rea- 
fon of Pollution unwittingly con- 


trated from things counted unclean 


under the Law; as may be ſeen 
throughout that part of the Law cal- 
led Leviticus. Upon which Account 
I ſuppoſe it was ſtiled by the Apoſtles 
and Elders, met together at Jeruſa- 
lem, (as it is upon Record = 

15th 
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15th Chapter of the Ad, to conſider 
whether the Gentile Converts were 
bound to obſerve all the Niceties of 


the Moſaick Diſpenſation (and which 


was determined in the negative;) I 
ſay, it was termed by them, a yoke 
which neither they nor their Fathers 
were ever able to bear. And being 
it was thus troubleſom, it was no 
doubt very; gg ( if not impoſ- 
ſible) to be performed. And fo the 


Gentile Converts underſtood it: For 


when the Apoſtles and Elders had 


determined, that they were bound 


only to obſerve ſome neceſſary Things 


appointed by the Law of Moſes (not 
all Things contained therein) *tis ſaid, 
They rejoyced for the Conſolation that 
had been given by this favourable 
(but juſt) Decree in their behalf, And 
well they might : For they had much 
liberty and eaſe by it, which is very 
gratetul to Men, who were always 
in a ſtate of Freedom. 

I think I have ſaid enough of this 
Law given to the Jews, ſeeing it only 
obliged them as it conſiſted of Pre- 
cepts Moral, Ceremonial and Judicial 
put together. And therefore (as I 
have ſaid) it was not neceſſary for 

me 
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me to treat diſtinctly of theſe Laws. 
The Learned Epiſcopius has done it 
very well, by reducing the ſeveral 


Precepts under diſtinct Heads, or 


Houſes, as he calls them, for the be- 
nefit of the Learned. And to him I 
ſhall refer the Reader that has a 


mind to have a diſtin View; which 


indeed is a Thing very deſirable. 
They are laid down without Order 


or Coherence in the Books of Moſes ; 


which, I ſuppoſe, in part came to 
paſs, becauſe they were given at ſe- 
veral Times ; and perhaps it was ſo 
ordered, that the Prieſts and Levites, 
who were to be the Expounders, 
might be at ſome Pains and Labour 
in opening and explaining them; and 
that the common People might ſeek 
the Law at their Mouth, being not 
able eaſily to find it out themſelves, 
Whether this be the reaſon, that the 
new Law is laid down much after 
the ſame manner, without an exact 
Method, I will not take upon me to 
determmine. But ſoit is: And there- 
fore People ſhould apply themſelves 
to their Miniſters for the underſtan- 
ding of it, | 
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I have no more to add to the Con- 
ditions of the Firſt Covenant, on the 

rt of the Jews. 

And therefore I proceed to the 
Conditions on God's Part, And they 
were Promiſes of beſtowing all man- 
ner of Plenty and Proſperity in the 
Land of Canaan, which they were 

oing to poſſeſs. This is ſo obvious, 
hat no Man of ordinary Senſe can 
miſs it, that is converſant in the 
reading of Moſes his Law. Now this 
way of proceeding of God was very 
proper to the Children of Iſrael, who 
were juſt now to be formed into-a 
Commonwealth, and were a worldly 
and carnal People, and were not 
capable to be much moved to the 
obedience of the Law, by Promiſes 
of a Spiritual Nature. It was alſo 
proper to the way of Worſhip that 
was then preſcribed, which was moſt- 
ly corporeal, or bodily, made up 
chiefly of ſlaying Beaſts, and offering 
them up in Sacrifice, as may be eaſily 
taken notice of by the whole Tenor 
of the Moſaick Law. I don't ſay but 
that they might have ſome glimpſe of 
Spiritual Things, of a better Country 
than Canaan, to be poſſeſſed * 
e, 


A Diſcourſe of the 
Life, and of a more durable State of 
Happineſs to be enjoyed in another 
World. I call this Knowledge but a 
Glimpſe of Light ; becauſe it was fo, 
in reſpect of that which Men have 
under the Second Covenant. And 
they might colle& ſomething of this 
Nature from ſome Expreſſions of 
God's Kindneſs to them and their 
Foreſathers contained in the Law; 
or rather from ſome Hints of this 
matter from tlie great Men in their 
Notion of it, who were fa voured with 
many Spiritual Notions; or ſome Paſ- 
ſages in the Prophets, who intimate 
a Reſurrection ; or from, the Suffer- 
ings of good Men, who Yrs not re- 
warded according to ther Deeds in 
in this Life; from whence it was ra- 
tional to conclude, That they would 
be rewarded in another jr to 
the Rules and Meaſures of Juſtice. 
Ard *tis obſervable, That thoſe Jews 
' who lived nearer than others to the 
Times of the Goſpel, had ſtronger Per- 
ſwaſions of a future State than thoſe 
who lived before them, as may be 
ſeen in the Hiſtory of the Maccabees; 


partly, becauſe they ſaw themſelves 


expoſed to greater Sufferings for 251 
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Zeal to the Law : And, Secondly, be- 
cauſe *ris probable they had ſome 
greater Light than ariſes from the 
meer Letter of the Law, by the in- 
fluences of God's moſt Holy Spirit. 
I do not therefore maintain, That 
the Saints under the Old Teſtament 
only looked for Temporal Promiſes, 
though it muſt be confeſt, that theſe 
appear chiefly upon the outward cor- 
tex of the Letter. 'The Jews, at 
this day, do own a Reſurrection from 
ſome Texts of the Old Teſtament. 
But yet, they ſay, that it cannot well 
be proved from any particular Text 
thereof without the help of Tra- 

dition, | 
This Manaſſeh Ben- Iſrael, the great 
Jewiſh Rabbi, in his time owned to 
the moſt Learned Hugo Grotius, in a 
Diſcourſe between them of this Sub- 
ect. Which Thing Grotius himfelf 
has ſet down in one of his Epiſtles. 
And moſt of their Writers ſo far own, 
That the Promiſes of the Law are 
moſtly Temporal as to prefer that to 
the Goſpel; becauſe, ſay they, ſuch 
are ſtronger motives to Obedience, 
than they that are Spiritual. But if 
tis were true, then it was a great 
E ame 
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ſhame for their Forefathers ſo often 
to have fallen off from the true Wor. 
ſhip of God, and other Duties pre- 
ſcribed by the Law. But by this it 
appears, That thoſe Temporal Pro- 
miſes which the Jews ſo much pride 
themſelves in, had no great force to 
keep them in Obedience. So that in 
this reſpe& their Law had no greater 
Virtue than the Goſpel, contrary to 
what they pretend by way of diminu- 
tion of this, and in honour of the 
other. It muſt indeed be confeſt, 
That a better Law, namely, that of 
the Goſpel, with all the heavenly Pro- 
miſes thereof, can do but little with 
Men, though they be aſſiſted alſo by 
the Grace of God, if they bring not 
a willing mind, and be not reſolved 
to live up to the Rules of it : Whence 
it is that Chriſtians that have ſuch 
precious Promiſes to encourage Obe- 
dience, fall ſo far ſhort of their Duty. 
But the Fault is not in the Goſpel, 
but in them to whom it has been 
revealed, and yet ſuffer themſelves to 
be blinded by the God of this World, 
ſo that they cannot ſee their Duty, 
though plain enough before them. 
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The next Thing to be ſpoken to, is, 
the Manner how this Firſt Covenant 
was confirmed. And that was, by 
the Blood of Beaſts : So the excellent 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
expreſly ſays, Chapter the gth, Verſe 
the 19th, For when Moſes had ſpoken 
oy Precept to all the People according 
to the Law, he took the Blood of Calves, 
and of Goats, with Water and ſcarlet 
Wool, and Hyſop, and ſprinkled both the 
Book, and all the People, ſaying, This is 
the Blood of the ETA which God 
hath enjoyned unto you, Expolitors ge- 
nerally agree, that our holy Apoſtle 
in this Text has reſpect to that of 
Exodus the 24th and 8th, which is al- 
moſt in the ſame Words, and conſe- 
quently muſt have relation to this 
Matter: And ſo do the Tranſlators 
of our Bible, as may be ſeen by the 
Margin, in which we are directed to 


9 had 2. 
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4 the forecited Place. Where theſe 
eh very Words are to be read. Then 
= Moſes took the Blood, and ſprinkled it 


on the People, and ſaid, Behold, the Book 
of the Covenant which the Lord hath 
/ made with you concerning theſe Words; 

that is to ſay, the ſeveral Command- 
ne | cats which he had then read out of 
4 E 2 the 
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the Book. But then it is obſervable, 
That here is no mention made, what 


Blood it was, Whether of Calves, or 


Goats, or Lamb; neither of Water, 
or ſcarlet Wools, or Hyſop, which the 
holy Apoſtle ſays were made uſe of in 
that Buſineſs. And therefore Expo- 
ſitors upon this Text to the Hebrews 
enquired, how the holy Apoſtle came 
to make mention of Water, mingled 
with the Blood, and of ſcarlet Wool, 


and of Hyſop. And 'tis generall 


agreed amongſt them, that he col- 
lected this from other Places of holy 
Scripture; and the neceſſity of the 
thing. For it appears from divers 
Places of the old Law, particularl 
Levit. 4. 23,24. Levit. 9. 3. Levit. 16. 
15. That Goats uſed to be ſlain for 
a Sin-oftering, And 'tis probable, 
That as they offered Peace-offerings, 
ſo alſo Sin or Treſpaſs-ofterings, which 
ſometimes were joyned together, as 
appears from the forecited gth Chap- 
ter of Leviticus and the 3d Verſe. And 
as for Water, that uſed to be mingled 
with the Blood in Sacrifices, as ap- 
pears from Levit. 14. 49,50. And 'tis 
hardly conceivable, how the Blood 
could be well ſprinkled upon the re 
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le at a diſtance, unleſs it were ming- 
ed with Water, becauſe Blood will 
congeal and grow thick. Thirdly, 
As to ſcarlet Wool, that was made 
uſe of alſo in ſome Caſes, as appears 
from the forecited Text in Leviticus, 
and was very fit todrink up the Blood 
and Water which was to be ſprinkled. 
And the like may be ſaid of Hyſop ; 
that without a Bunch of that, or 
ſome ſuch thing, the Blood and Wa- 
ter could not well be ſprinkled upon 
the People. And that it was made 
uſe of in caſes of Cleanſing and Puri- 
fication, appears from that Expreſ- 
ſion of penitent David, Purge me with 
Hyſop, and I ſhall be cleanſed , waſh me, 
and I ſhall be whiter than Snow, Plal.5 1. 
7. And the Uſefulneſs for the ſprink- 
ling of Blood from Exod. 12. 22. Te 


in the blood that is 1 


(ball take a bunch of 77 and dip it 
's in the 


baſon; and 


ſtrike the Lintel and the two ſide Poſts, 


with the blood, and fo forth. To go 
on with the Explication of other 
things in the forecited Text ; how it 
can — ſaid, That Moſes ſprinkled all 
the People with Blood, ſeeing they 
were ſo great a Multitude, that tis 
hardly conceivable how it could 

| E 3 reach 
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reach them all. Gomarus underſtands 
it of a great part of the People: And 
it muſt be confeſt, That All ſome- 
times in holy Scripture is no more 
than Many. But Grotius ſays, He 
ſprinkled all the People, becauſe he 
prinkled thoſe who ſtood next, and 


repreſented the reſt, as Proxies, 
or the like. Others ſay, That the 


ſprinkled all the People, becauſe of 


1 welve Pillars which were ſet up to 
repreſent the Twelve Tribes, as it is 
at the 4th Verſe of the 24th Chapter 
of Exodus; as God was repreſented by 
the Altar contracting or making a 
Covenant with them. Any of theſe 
Expoſitions is enough to ſatisfy any 
Scruple that may ariſe concerning 


this matter. A third Queſtion, How 


it can be faid, that Moſes ſprinkled 
the Book, when there is no ſuch thing 
to be found in the forecited Text of 
Exodus. Expolitors anſwer this Doubt 
ſeveral ways : Some think that the 


Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 


had a particular Inſpiration concer- 
ning it: But I queſtion whether the 
Apoſtle came to his Knowledge this 
way, in a thing of ſo ſmall a moment 
as this Circumſtance, Others 152 , 
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That he had it by Tradition : But 
this is rejected by Eſtius, a learned 
Romaniſt, no Enemy to Traditions 
for the main, which are ſo much 
own'd by his Church. And there- 
fore he proceeds another way to make 
it out: For, he ſays, it may be well 
conceived, that Moſes ſprinkled the 
Book of the Covenant, as well as the 
People, who were bound by it; be- 
cauſe thoſe things, to which they 
were obliged by virtue of that Cove- 
nant, were contained in it. But 1 
like the Expoſition of the Learned 
Grotius, who reads the Words with- 
out the Conjunction: For when Moſes 
had ſpoken every thing according to the 
Law, taking the blood of Bulls and Goats, 
with Water, and ſcarlet Wool, and Hy- 
ſop, and the Book, he ſprinkled all the 
People. He ſuppoſes an Inſertion of 
the Conjunction * in the Original, 
by the Error of the Scribe who copied 


it. But I leave it to the Reader to 


chuſe, which of theſe Expoſitions he 
pleaſes. And in was not altogether 
unneceſſary to have inſiſted thus long 
upon this Text, becauſe it thereby 
appears, that it order to underſtand . 
the Scripture, it is requiſite to com» 

E 4 paare 


z 
: 
þ 7 4 
4 
% 
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pare one Place with another. For ſo 
we find the holy Apoſtle did, in his 
reading of the Old Teſtament. : For 
in this very Text, upon which I have 
inſiſted ſo long, to concert it with 
that which anſwers to it in the Book 
of Exodus, tis plain he followed this 
Method. He collected from other 
Places of Leviticus and Exodus, That 
Moſes made uſe of Water, ſcarlet 
Wool and Hyſop, in ſprinkling of 
Blood, becauſe ſuch things were pre- 
ſcribed in Cleanſings and Purifica- 
tions. But to come to the main Bu- 
ſineſs that at preſent lies before us; 
*tis very plain, That the firſt Cove- 
nant was confirmed or ratified by the 
Blood of Beaſts, as appears from this 
Text of our holy Apoſtle, compared 
with the Place that anſwers to it in 
the Old Teſtament, for a more full 
underſtanding of it. And this is ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of moſt Na- 
tions of old. Whence, in Latin, to 
make a Covenant is expreſſed by feri- 
re fædus, & percutere fædus, to ſtrike a 
Covenant; becauſe when they made 
a Covenant, they killed a Beaſt, and 
uſed ſuch kind of Imprecations, Let 


Jupiter (he was their Supreme God) 


* ſtrike 
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ſtrike me as I do this Hog, or Bul- 
lock, if I prove a Violator of any part 
of this Covenant that I have now en- 
tred into. And they uſually divided 
the Beaſt into two Pieces, laying one 
part on one ſide of the way, and the 
other on the other, and ſo paſſed be- 
tween them; as appears from a Text 
in the Prophet Jeremy 34. 18. I will 
give the Men that have tranſgreſſed my 
Covenant, which have not performed tho 
Words of the Covenant which they had 


made. before me, when they cut the Calf 


in twain, and paſſed between the Parts 
thereof. - In which there is more than 
a bare intimation of this Cuſtom, 
to divide the Beaſt into two Parts, 


and paſſing between them, when they 


made a Covenant. with one another 
in the Name of God. And the like 
we read Gereſis 15.9, and onwards. 


And the Learned Grotius upon this 


Text 'produces ſome ſuch Inſtances 
out of Heathen Authors, which it 
may not be amiſs to mention, for the 
giving more light to this' matter. 
„The Moloſſians (ſays he) confirmed 
& their Oaths which they had murual- 
ly taken, by Oxen divided into two 
parts, or pieces. Livy has it thus, 

n 25 
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in his 29th Book; © The Head of a 
“Bitch is cut off, and one part is put 
c on the right hand of the way, and 
& the other on the left, and the armed 
« Troops are let through this divided 
«Sacrifice, Platarch in his Roman 
Queſtions ſays, © That the publick 
« Cuſtom of Expiation amongſt the 
“ Beotians was to paſs through the 
t parts of a Dog that was cut in two. 
hich Cuſtom this learned Man ſup» 
ſes they learned of the Phenicians, 
| whom they were deſcended. It 
is needleſs to ſay any more concer- 
ing this matter. 
I paſs therefore to the laſt Thi 


this Firſt Covenant. 

I remember I ſuppoſed that it was 
not to laſt for ever, but till all a. 
refigured and * by it ſho 
be fulfilled ; or till there was a necef- 
ſity for the bringing in of a better 

Covenant. | 
Here we have the Jews very much 
againit us: For they will not treat 
of any other Law or Covenant but 
the Law of Moſes, and the Cove- 
nant made under his Miniſtry , be- 
tween God and their Fore-fathers. 
| They 
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They vehemently contend that it was 
to laſt for eyer, that there was to be 
no Diſpenſation, much leſs any Ab- 
rogation of it. And therefore the 
deteſt the Name of Chriſt, becauſe 
(as they pretend)he annulled the Law 
of Moſes; and hate Chriſtians as bad 
as bad can be, becauſe we do not ob- 
ſerve theſe Ritual and Ceremonial 
Laws, which they think themſelves 
obliged to do; But that the Law of 
Moſes was not perpetually Obligatory 
even to the Jews themſelves, appears 
from God's ſaying, That he would 
make a new Covenant different from 
the former, made immediately after 
their coming out of Egypt, Jerem. 3 1. 
31. The bringing in of a new Cove- 

, I oant ſuppoles the ceaſing of the old. 
hut, ſay they, the new Covenant 
was not contrary to the old. Neither 
y 


do we ſay any otherwiſe, if we be 
rightly underſtood. We pretend a 
diverſity or difference, not a plain 
a And if they alledge, as 
they do, that the new Covenant was 
C f - 
- chiefly to inforce che old; it may be 


anſwered, that what they ſay in this \ 
matter is but gratis dictum, and pre- 
cariouſly aſſerted, and we ought to 
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have better proof than their bare word 
for it. They indeed do fay, That the 
Meſſias was to bring in a new Law, 
but for the greater Exaltation of the 
old; that it ſhould be performed 
with the greater Pomp and State 
than formerly, their Feaſts and Sa- 
crifices on thoſe days ſhould be more 
Auguſt than before. But how do 
they prove this? And the bare men- 
tion of a new Covenant confutes their 
groundleſs Allegations. If the Law 
to be added or brought in be a new 
one, it ought not to be of the ſame 
Nature with the other, or inforce the 
Obligation of it, or increaſe the Pomp 
and Grandure of it, as they pre- 
tend. | | 

But they Object, That the Law of 
Moſes is ſaid preciſely in Scripture to 
be Everlaſting : To which purpoſe 
they cite the Words of the Prophet 
8035 Chapter 24. 7 where the holy 

od complains of the Jews, That they 


had broken the everlaſting Covenant 


that was made between him and 
them, no doubt under the Mediation 
of Moſes. | 
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To this I anſwer; Firſt, That the 
Hebrew word for Everlaſting, does 
not always ſignify Eternity, in ſtrict- 
neſs of ſpeaking, but a time of length, 
though determinate : As when a Ser- 
vant that would not go out Free when 
he might, that 1s, at the end of Seven 
years, is threat'ned to ſerve for ever, 
that 1s, till the year of Jubilee, which 
perhaps might be as long as he li- 
ved, and perhaps not. This the Jews 
cannot but own themſelves. Second- 
ly, I anſwer , That the Firſt Cove- 
nat was to be everlaſting, as to ſome 
part of it, which concerned the Wor- 
ſhip of the only true God, in oppo- 
ſition to all other. Neither have we 
Chriſtians ever ſaid any thing to the 
contrary. And *tis notorious, that 
we Chriſtians worſhip the ſame true 
God,the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
that they do: We have ſet up no 
other in oppoſition to him, knowing 


that it ought not to be according o 


the Tenor of the Firſt and Second 
Commandments,which we alſo think 
are of eternal Obligation. But then 
as for other Laws, or Parts of that 
Law given by Moſes, it appears by 
the Nature of them, that they were 


not 
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not deſigned to be always Obligatory 
to the ws, much leſs to all other 
People ; as when they were bound to 
repair three times in a year to their 
Temple, and there offer up their Sa. 
crifices. Now if the People of all 
Nations were bound to come and 
worſhip there ſo many times in the 
year, it was not poſſible tobe perfor- 
med, becauſe ſome of them lived at 
ſuch a diſtance as would take up more 
time than a year comes to; but I fa 
a great deal more: Beſides, That this 
pical Worſhip did depend upon the 
anding of their Temple, both as to 
the Priefts that were to offer, and the 
Sacrifices that were to be offered. 
And *tis now above 1600 years ſince 
it has been demoliſhed, and razed to 
the Ground ; fo that there can be no 


Service performed therein. Which to 


me is a plainer proof, that the Obli- 
gation to the Firſt Covenant is wholly 
ceaſed. For ſurely their Polity would 
have been reſtored, and their Temple 
rebuilt before this time , if it were 
the Will of God that kind of Worſhip 
were to be everlaſting, and that the 
Jews and all other Nations of the 
World were obliged to gs 
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The jews indeed fooli expect 
the rebuilding and — of — 
ſaid Temple, by the coming of the 


Meſſias. But Where be the Grounds 
for this Conceit ? Tis much they can 


aſſign no time for it, if it is to be done. 


Would the Prophets fay nothing of 


this Matter? And 'tis much if there 


be a total Silence about it. But ve- 
rily if we had the Prophets, and their 
Writings, we ſhall find that the Meſ- 


ſias is come already; as appears from 


the Weeks of Daniel, Chapter the gth, 
but more clearly from the Prophet 
Haggai, 2. 7, 8. more clearly yet from 
Malachi 3. 1. From whence *tis as 
plain as the Sun at Noon-day, That 
the Meſſias ſhould come whilſt the 
ſecond Temple ſtood, and conſequent- 


y that he is already come, becauſe 
t 


at Temple is long ago deſtroy'd. I 
might ſay a great deal more of this 
matter : But I ſhall chuſe rather to 
refer my Reader to what that very 
Learned and Worthy Perſon the Bi- 
ſhop of Bath and Wells has faid of it, 
in his third Part of the Demonſtration 
of the Meſias. I was glad to find 
that my Notions jumped ſo well with 
thoſe of the forementioned Excellent 

Perſon, 
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Perſon, who is fo well verſed in mat- 
ters of this Nature, as is generally 


agreed by the Learned part of Men. 


For I had penned what is here offered 


to the World long before I had ſeen 
or heard any thing of my Lord's Book, 
And-as yet I have not ſeen it, and 
know no more of it than what is to be 
learned by the Account that is given 
of it in the Works of the Learned, 
which came to my hands by chance, 
and by which I perceive that man 
more things concerning this Subje 
may be ſeen. "Fi 
have now ſaid what I thought 
needful concerning the Nature of the 
Firſt Covenant. 
And the general uſe that I ſhal 
make of it is this, That we be thank- 
ful to God that has free'd us from the 
drudgery of Ceremonies, and obliged 
us only to the obſervation of that 
which is purely Moral; or if to any 
thing that is not ſo directly, it 1s 
but in an inſtance or two ; that is to 
fay, of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Sup- 
per things few and eaſy, which may 
thought to be of poſitive Inſti- 
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Having finiſhed what I had to ſay 


of the Firſt Covenant, I come to. 


{ſpeak to the Second. 

And for our more orderly proced- 
ing, I think it beſt to lay down the 
definition or deſcription of it, as I 
did at firſt, that the Reader may take 
a full view of it; and then I ſhall con- 
ſider the ſeveral Parts of which it 
conſiſts, for the opening and explain- 
ing of it, as I did before with the Firſt 
Covenant. Which proceeding, I hope, 
2 fully ſatisfied the Judicious Rea- 

er. 

The Second Covenant then is as 
follows. 

That which was made not only with 
the Jews (as the other was) but with 
the People of all Nations and Lan- 
guages, under the Mediation of a far 
greater Perſon than Moſes, namely, 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God ; upon 
the Conditions of Faith and Repen- 
tance on Man's Part; and on God's 
Part, That he would pardon paſt 
Sins, and according to his many re- 
peated Promiſes made to the Fathers 
by the Prophets, would beſtow his 
Holy Spirit upon Men, by which 
means they 9 enabled to lead 
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a new Life, according to the terms 
of the Goſpel ; which if they perfor. 


med, then he would beſtow a better 
Country upon them than that of Ca. 


naan, namely, of Heaven, where they 


ſhould enjoy all poſſible Glory and 
Happineſs with the holy Jeſus to all 
Eternity ; who confirmed this Cove. 
nant with his own Blood, and there- 
fore *tis to be reputed Everlaſting. - 
It was neceſſary for me to propoſe 
this again to the Reader's View be- 


fore I take it in pieces, becauſe it was 


laid down a great many Pages off, 
and might have been forgotten by a 
Perſon of good Memory. 

I come now to examin it Piece by 
Piece, for the farther Satisfaction of 
my ſelf and the Reader. 

It was given and made with all 
People, as appears from the Tenor of 
all the New Teſtament, the Writings 
of the Evangeliſts, and the Epiſtles 
of St. Paul, and the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles. Whereas the Firſt Covenant 
only extended to the Jews, the Se- 
cond reached all People. So Jeſus, 
after his Reſurrection, commanded 
his Apoſtles to go into all Nations, bap- 
tizing them in oe Name of the 1 
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Tuo Covenants. | 
and of the Son,and of the Holy Ghoſt, teach. 
4 


ing to obſerve whatſoever I have com- 
manded you , St. Matthew 28. and the 


two laſt Verſes. Much the ſame is 


ſpoken by our Lord, St. Mark the laſt 
Chapter, Verſe 15. Go ye into all the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to every 
Creature. And he fays to his Diſci- 
ples, That Repentance and Remiſſion of 
Sins ſhould be preached to all Nations, 
beginning at Jeruſalem, St. Luke 24. 47. 
In which Text 1s laid down the Duty 
of the Apoſtles to preach, and there- 
by to bring all People into the terms 
of the Covenant, both on the part of 
God and Man; on Man's part, That 
he ſhould repent ; on God's, That he 
would remit or pardon their former 
Sins. To which if they joined Faith 
in his Name, which no doubt he men- 
tioned the ſame time, as appears by 
the Account we have of this matter 
by St. Matthew, That they ſhould bap- 
tize in his Name, they were then in a 

ſtate of Salvation, | | 
A great deal to this St. Paul ſays, 
That the grace of God hath appeared to 
all Men, Titus 2.13. that is to ſay, It 
had appeared to Gentiles as well as 
Jews, and would be certainly made 
F 2 known 
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known to all Men, in ſtrictneſs of 


ſpeaking, in God's good time. It was 
Pan BY 8 


made known to the Jews in the 
Perſon of our bleſſed Lord himſelf, and 
then by his holy Apoſtles, and then 
to every Nation as they were ordered 


or appointed by the Spirit, or as they 


had the opportunity of travelling; as 
we read in the A#s, By which we 
are plainly given to underſtand, That 
ſeveral Heathen Nations were con- 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith by their 
Preaching. And it appears by Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, That within an Age 
or two the Goſpel was propagated over 


the greateſt part of the then Roman 


Empire, which extended as far al- 


molt as all the known parts of the 


World. And ſince that it has over- 


ſpread the Face of the whole Earth; 


there being now ſcarce any Nation 
in which, or near which, the Chriſtian 
Religion is not profeſt. So that God 
has made good his Promiſe to his Son, 
Ask of me, and I ſhall give thee the Hea- 
then for thine OI 77 the ut 
moſt parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion, 
P ls. 8. Jh 3 not by done 
at once, but by degrees, as we per- 


ceive by the event, It was but s 
| the 
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the time of our great Grand-fathers 
that moſt of the new- found World 
was diſcovered, and ſince that more 
of it has been planted and peopled by 
Colonies from theſe Parts; by whoſe 
means the Goſpel of Chriſt may be 
effectually made known to the poor 
Natives, who were altogether Stran- 
gers to it, /ying in darkneſs and the 


ſhadow of death, as was the Caſe of the 


Gentiles in St. Paul's time. 

And it even glads my heart to 
think, That in England now is erected 
a Corporation for the propagating of 
the Goſpel in our Plantations, who 
take care to employ Divines to make 
known the glad-tidings of Salvation 
to thoſe poor Creatures, who knew 
nothing of it. A Deſign worthy of a 
Proteſtant Prince, and which I don't 
queſtion but will be carried on in the 
Reign of a Princeſs, that in nothing 
comes behind any of her molt glo- 
rious Predeceſſors, for her Zeal to the 
Glory of God, and the Advancement 
of Religion throughout her whole Do- 
minions. I mult confeſs, I did almoſt 
envy the Glory the Romaniſts had 
jultly gotten with all good Men, for 
cheir pains and diligence in preaching 

F 3 the 


. —— 
— * 


__— 


o . ˙ A att oe 


az -_- LT 1 - 


ö 
ö 
* 


8 
# 
. 
3 | 
| | 
: ; 
#4 
' 


— ns a aye, 
— — „„ to Ines 1 
* . * * — 2 
. 
* 


— 1 or . * 
- a A ite L hy n 83 * a 2 : 2 "2 hi: N : 1 * * 
0 * prof 4 tha * , YE; * aa 4 . 4 * 
* 5 1 A - "—_— 8 any — — k N - 
» * ; *% * % 3 * * % 2 * 22 4 = 
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the Goſpel to the Indians and other 


Idolatrous Nations, and did heartily 
wiſh that ſome ſuch thing had been 
attempted amongſt us. For I do 
think that it is to their great Com- 
mendation in the main, that they 
were ſo much concerned for the Con- 
verſion of the Heathen tothe Faith of 
Chriſt : Becauſe the Deſign, ſo far as 
outwardly appears, was good ; and 
*tis not for us to pronounce peremp- 
torily, that they ated out of vain 
Glory, or other bad Motives ; and 
though they might ſpread ſome falſe 
Opinions in the minds of Men, yet 
they did inſti] all the fundamental 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith into 
them ; by which means thoſe People 
would become the People of God, and 
be made Partakers of eternal Salva: 
tion, And it might pleaſe God to 
have that influence upon the minds 


of thoſe People, being for the main 


right in their Notions , that they 
might not be mortally hurt by the 
Poyſon of thoſe particular Opinions 
which are proper to the Church of 
Rome, and which they moſt have im- 
bibed together with the Truth. It 
may be, by the good Providence of 


God, 
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God, the Wheat ſown might not be 
choaked by the Tares, but might 
happily overtop it, and grow to ma- 
turity. But as I was ſaying, the Ro- 
maniſts cannot now pretend to the 
ſole Glory of converting Infidels in 
their Collegium de propaganda Fide ; 
ſince the ſetting up of the Honourable 
and en wer Society amongſt us 4d 
propag andum Evangelium, for the pro- 
pagating of the Goſpel. And I hear- 
tily pray God to bleſs the Deſigns of 
thoſe that ſend, and of thoſe that 


are ſent, upon ſo noble an Errand. 


And let me intreat the latter, (my 
Brethren of the Clergy) that they 
take this great Work upon them more 
for the honour of their great Maſter 
they ſerve, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


and for the good of Souls, than out of 


the proſpect of Wages, much leſs for 
filthy Lucre's fake. And that they 
would demean themſelves with that 


Gravity, 'Temper and Sobriety, in all 


their Actions, and with that holy 


Fire of Devotion, as may ſtir up the 


Hearts and AﬀeCtions of thoſe ou 
ignorant — with whom they have 
to do, to embrace the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion in the Purity thereof, For ſuch | 
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are more caſily wrought upon by in- 
nocency of Life than by dint of Rea- 
ſon or Argument. I hope the Reader 
will pardon this Digreſſion. 

And to return this Dealing of the 
= God with Sons of Men, I mean 

is making a Covenant with them, 
as worthy of God, and agrecable to 


his Attributes. For, as St. Paul ar- 


gues upon this Subject, or that which 
is much of this Nature, is, 1s he the 
God of the Jews only, and not of the Gen- 
tiles? Rom. 2. Tes, doubtleſs, of the 
Gentiles alſo, And if ſo, then it will 
follow, that it was becoming of his 
Goodneſs to impart the knowledge 
of himſelf to them, and by that 
means to bring them into the way of 
Salvation, as we know for certain he 
has done. If it be objected here, 
How it came to paſs, that the Al- 
mighty ſeemed to take no notice of 
the Gentile World ſo long, and to 
confine his eſpecial kindneſs to the 
Jews? I anſwer, | 

Firſt, That Gad is a free Agent, 
and though good and merciful, yet he 


1s not bound to ſhew kindneſs to all 


alike ; eſpecially as to ſome things, 
which he hath reſolyed to appro- 
priate 
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priate to one People more than anc- 
ther, eſpecially for ſome time. 8 

Secondly, That God has appointed 
a time for the bringing about his great 
Deſigns and Purpoſes, And when 
this time is fully run out, they aſſu- 
redly come to paſs. Thus he did not 
give any particular Nation a written 
Law till the World was 2000 years 
old, or more, (as we know for cer- 
tain.) And hedelay'd the new Law, 
till 2000 years after. So, when the ful- 
zeſs of the time was come, God ſent forth 
his Son made of a Woman, made under 
the Law, to redeem them that were un- 
der the Law, Gal. 4. 4,5. 5 

Thirdly, God brings the World to 


perfection by degrees. He tryed to 


do it by the Law, with the Jews; 
with the People before the Law, by 
Conference and Reaſon, which he had 
ſet as in their Souls. When he found 
that theſe TWO ways would not do 
with Men, then he made uſe of the 
Third; which was, to ſend his own 
Son into the World to diſcover his 
Will, and to dye for Sin, that he 
might aboliſh Sin. It appears by 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
That the Law of Moſes was a Peda- 
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4 Diſcourſe of the 

gogy in order to fit us for an higher 
-- of a better Law. It lay'd down as 
it were the firſt Elements or Rudi- 
ments, which being well learned 
opened a way for a Syſtem of greater 
things to be uſhered to the World by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Theſe thin 

are more than intimated in the holy 
Scriptures, and with theſe all ſober 
and judicious Enquirers will be ( as 
in reaſon they ſhould) content and 
fatisfied. And if theſe will not do, 
then I muſt refer it to the Will of 
God, who doth whatſoevcr pleaſeth 
him, both in Heaven and Earth, and 
et all things juſtly, becauſe he is 
bter to no Man, And it doth not 
become us to enquire into the Rea- 
ſons of his ſecret Will. Things re- 
vealed belong to us, and our Children, 
as Moſes tells the 1/raelites, both with 


great Piety and Prudence ; after he 


d made known the whole Contents 
of God's Law, Deut. 39. 27. 

I have ſhewn how God made the 
Second Covenant with all People, and 
388 the Mediation of Jeſus 

riſt. 
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Two Covenants, 


Now as I have ſhewn how fit a 
Perſon Moſes was for his Office of Me- 
diator between God and the People of 
the Jews; ſo Lam here to make out, 
according to my Promiſe, that Jeſus 
Chriſt was no leſs fit to be a Mediator 
of the Second Covenant made not 
only with the Jews, but all other 
Nations. And this I ſhall do by gi- 
ving a brief Account of his Birth, holy 
Life and Death, as it is lay'd down in 
the New Teſtament. I propoſe to 
do it briefly, becauſe to do it at 
length would make a whole Volume 
of it ſelf, and has been done better 
already by Biſhop T ay/or, and others ; 
And — hereby I ſhould be too 
much diverted from my main Deſign, 
which is to lay down the Nature o 
the Second Covenant, as it is ſet 
forth in the Writings of the New Te- 
ſtament. ; 


T he Life of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


It is to be know then, That Jeſus 
Chriſt was not only a Servant (as Mo- 
ſes was) but a Son, the Son of the moſt 

| High 
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A Diſcourſe of the 

High God in Two reſpects. Firſt, By 
eternal Generation ; having a Bein 

from his Father from all Eternity, be- 
fore the making of the World, St. John 
Chap. 1. Ver. 1, 2. Hebrews Chap. 1. 
Ver. 1,2. Secondly, In being born of 
the pure and ſpotleſs Virgin Mary, as 
appears from St. Matthew the 1t, and 
St. Lake the 1ſt, which is purely Mi- 
raculous. In which he far outftrips 
Moſes, though in his Birth there was 
ſomething more than ordinary, as I 
took notice whilſt I was treating of 
his Life. It doth not become us to 
enquire into this matter, any further 
than holy Scripture gives us Light in- 
to it: Sufficient 'tis for us, That it 
is ſo poſitively declared therein, that 
his Mother knew no Man, but was 
found with Child by the Holy Ghoſt, 
according as it had been declared by 
the Angel Gabriel, who was ſent to 
the bleſſed Virgin Mother, that ſhe 
might know what would befal her, 
St. Matthew the 11t, and St. Late the 1ſt. 
As ſoon as he was born, he run much 


the ſame Fortune. with Moſes. For 


as he was in danger to be ſlain as ſoon 
as he was born, by the Cruelty of 
Pharaoh King of Egypt; ſo was the 

harm- 


T wo Covenants. 
harmleſs Infant Jeſus , through the 


Cruelty of Herod, the Uſurper of the . 


Jewiſh Kingdom ; who had ordered 
all the male Children of two years 
old and under to be {lain in Bethlehem 
of Judah, where he was born, and in 
all the Coaſts thereof, that he might 
make ſure work of it, St. Matthew 2. 
This the faithleſs Tyrant did, that he 
might prevent Jeſus from aſcending 
his Throne ; of which indeed there- 
was no fear, becauſe his Kingdom was 
not of this World. But he eſcaped 
the Butchery of this cruel and bloody- 
minded Prince, his Mother and repu- 
ted Father, being warned of God in 
a Dream, that they ſhould flee with 
their Son into Egypt ; into that very 
Country out of which Moſes before, 
being come to years of Manhood, was 
forced to fly for the Safety of his Life. 
So that there was a very great reſem- 
blance between Moſes and Chrit, by 
reaſon of their Afflictions which be- 
gun theirs, and which portended 
them to be deſigned for very great 
Purpoſes. There is now no doubt 
but that a Perſon born after that 
extraordinary manner that Jeſus 
Chriſt was, Thould prove an extraor- 

dinary 
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A Diſcourſe of the 
dinary Perſon for intellectual and mo. 
ral Vertues or Graces, Knowledg and 


Wiſdom in Divine Matters, and 


Promptitude and Diligence to do the 
Will of God, his heavenly Father, 
which he was ſent into the World to 
execute and perform. And the Hi. 
ſtory of his Life bears Witneſs to this, 
That at the Age of Twelve years he 


was able to diſpute with the Doctors, 


that all Men marvelled at his Under. 
ſtanding, St. Luke the 6th, from the 
42 to the 47 Verſe. And after this 
Rate he went on, as appears by what 
is upon Record in the New Teſta- 
ment. He did not ſhew himſelf fully 
till he entred upon his Miniſterial Of. 
fice, which was not till he was full 
30 years old. In which he was ap 


| Obſerver of the Law of his heavenly 


Father given by Moſes, in which was 
enjoyned, That no Man, Prieſt or Le- 


vite, ſhould enter upon the immediate 


Service of God, till he was fitted for 
it by that number of years. And 
when he had ſo done, he went up and 
down to preach, and to do good, if 
poſſible, to turn Men to Repen- 
rance. And as he went about preach- 
ing, ſo he healed them of their 8 
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neſſes and Diſeaſes of warp and, in 
that Senſe alſo, reſcuing them fr 
the power of the Devil. 

And as — was Famous for Mi- 
racles in the ſight of the Egyptians, ſo 
was our bleſſed ſeſus remarkable for 
ſuch things; for all the People of the 
Jews, who were more fooliſhly ſet 
againſt him, than Pharaoh King of 
Egypt and his People were againſt Mo- 


ſes his Forerunner in the Office of a 


Prophet. And in this our Jeſus was 
more happy, in that he never em- 
ployed his power to the Deſtruction 
of any one ſingle Perſon in his Life, 
as Moſes did, whoſe Miracles were of 
a puniſhing Nature, for the moſt part, 
tending to the Deſtruction of Men, as 
may be ſeen by the Plagues brought 
2 the Magicians, and thoſe that 
abetted them; and by the Puniſh- 


ments he inflicted upon his Rebellious 


Country- men in the Wilderneſs, par- 
ticularly in the Buſineſs of Norah, Da- 


than, Abiram, and their Accomplices.. 


So that what St. John ſays, Chapter 
the 3ſt, and the 17th Verſe, of ano- 
ther matter perhaps, (which I ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak to,) The Law 
was given by Moſes, but Grace and Truth 

came 
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Di ſcounſe of the 
came by Jeſus Chriſt, is true alſo, That 


he was mild and gentle in his Dea- 


lings with Men, It was not indeed 
to the diſparagement of Moſes, that 
he was forced ſometimes to be an 
Executioner of Men under God ; but 
then one would not chuſe to be {6 
employ'd if he could help it. And 
we know that David was not accep- 
ted to be a Builder of the Temple, a 
Work fit for a Man of Peace, becauſe 
he had been a Shedder of Blood, as he 
was told by a Meſſage from God him- 


ſelf. All the ſharpneſs and ſeverit 


that appeared in the Life of Chriſt, 
was only in reproving Phariſaiſm and 
Hypocriſy, which extreamly aboun- 
ded in the Jewiſh Nation, and in re- 
proving other notorious Crimes of 
which they were guilty. And this 
was one great part of his Errand, 
that he was ſent into the World for, 
and which he faithfully performed, 


as may be ſeen in all the Evangeliſts. 


He regarded not the Perſons of Men, 
but told them the Truth plainly; 
which ſome of his Enemies acknow- 
ledged to collogue with him, that 
they might draw him into a Snare, 


Matthew 22. 18. But it was to their 
| | Own 
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own ſhame that they minded him 
nor his reproofs no more. x 

Inſtead of this, they loaded him 
with virulent Reproaches, which had 
no Colour, and at laſt had him put 
to an ignominious and ſhameful 
Death, even the Death of the Croſs, the 
puniſhment of the moſt notorious 
Rogues and Malefactors amongſt the 
Romans, as if he not been fit to live 
upon the Face of God's Earth. Now 


in all this, our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 


viour had an opportunity of ſhewing 
his moſt Divine Spirit and Temper, 
For he did not pray againſt his Ene- 
mies, but for them, Luke 2 3:34: And 
when he was riſen from the Dead, he 
gave Commandment to his Apoſtles 
and Diſciples to preach Repentance, 
and the Forgiveneſs of that very Sin 


thoſe — People had been guil- 


ty of in crucifying him, without any 
ground, nay, the leaſt ſhadow of 
Reaſon. Moſes indeed interceded with 
God to the Ruin of his Enemies, thar 
he ſhould not accept their Offering ; 
that is to ſay, not pardon their Sin of 
Rebellion, Nam. 16. In which he 
ſhewed ſomething of a natural Man's 
Temper, inclinable P Revenge. But 
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A Diſcourſe of the 
as our Saviour gave Rules againſt 
this, ſo he entirely practis'd it him. 
ſelf; and ſo manifeſted the Excellen- 
cy, and I may ſay the Divinity of his 
Perſon. I might have ſaid a great 
deal more of our Honoured Lord: But 
this is enough to ſhew, that he was 
very well fitted for the Office of a 
Mediator between God and Man. 


And this brings me to the Third 
thing I am to ſpeak to, The Condi- 
tions of the Second Covenant, 

And they are of Iwo ſorts : Firſt, 
In reſpect of Men. Secondly, In re- 
ſpect of God. 

Firſt, In reſpect of Men; that is 
ſum'd up in Two things, Faith and 


Repentance: So St. Mark ſums up this 


matter, Repent ye, and believe the Go- 
ſpel, Chap. 1. Ver. 15, St. Paul alſo, 
that was made choice of particularly 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to make 
known this Second Covenant, gives 
this Account of his Miniſtry, That 
in it he teſtified Repentance towards 
God, and Faith towards our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Acts 20. 21. A very 
proper way of Proceeding. For here 
was all the Law, or Laws that were 

| given. 
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iven. . Becauſe *tis here to be con- 
idered, That Men had broken the 
Terms of the Covenant, the Jews, 
the Law of Moſes : In which Caſe Re- 
pentance was neceſſary. And here 
was to be a new Mediator; and there- 
fore Faith in his Name, that is, of ſe- 
ſus Chriſt, was requiſire alſo. So that 
in ſome Senſe it may be ſaid, That 
the Goſpel Covenant does not at Firſt 
ſtrictly require Works branched out 
into ſo my Particulars, as the Law 
given by Moſes did ; but is content to 
call for Faith in Chriſt, and Sorrow 
for Sin ; unleſs theſe be called Works, 
as indeed they may be. And from 
theſe, other things will naturally fol- 
low, though not at firſt named, nor 
— 3 822 by Chriſt, or his Apo- 
tles. 5 

I muſt ſpeak a little more largely 
of theſe Two things, Faith and Re- 
pentance, becauſe ſo much required 
under the Goſpel. 

I will not here enter into a fruit- 


leſs Enquiry, which of them is firſt 


in Order of Nature, as (I think) ſome 
have done, and therein ſpent a great 
deal of time to very little purpoſe. 
For they ought to be joyned together, 

G 2 and 
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and which ſoever of them is firſt, the 
other is to follow after. 

I ſhall begin with Faith, as J have 
before placed it. And here I muſt 
acquaint my Reader in the Firſt place, 
what Faith 1s. 

Now it is to be noted, That Faith 
is a word of very Equivocal Significa- 
tion, and denotes ſeveral things in 
holy Scripture. 

Here I take it for that particular 
Grace which engages us to look upon 
Chriſt as the true Meſſias, and Saviour 
of thoſe who will believe upon him. 
We know the Jews looked for ſuch an 
one, and it may be other Nations 


_ alſo, being moved by ſome Diſcourſes 


of the Jews, or ſome Tradition from 
their Forefathers. For he is ſtiled, 
Je defire of all Nations, Haggai 2. 5. 
Whence the Samaritan Woman, in her 
Diſcourſe with our Saviour, ſays, 
Howbeit when Moſes cometh , he wil 
teach us all things, St. John 4. 25. And 
lo he did come at the time appointed, 


and preached up Belief in his Name. 


Now what was this Belicf, but a Per- 
ſuaſion that he was that mighty Sa- 
viour that was to be ſent into the 


World, whom the Prophets had fore- 
| told, 
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ie | told, and made the Nation big with 

the Expectation of him? St. Peter 
ve | ſays, in his Sermon to the Jews, which 
it | he made by occaſion of the Holy 
e, | Ghoſt's miraculous Deſcent upon 

them; Let all the houſe of Iſrael know 
th :ſuredly, that God had made that ſame 
a- Jeſus, whom they had crucified, both Lord 
in and Chriſt. And that they were to ex- 

pet Remiſſion of Sins upon their Re- 
ar pentance in and through him wholly, 
on Ads 2. 36, 37. So allo in another Ser- 
ur mon made to the Jews, he propounds 
m. Chriſt to them, as for that by whom 
an I only Salvation was to be obtained, As 
"ns I 4.12. St. Paul alſo, in oppoſition to 
ſes the Jews, who thought to be ſaved by 
om the Law of Works given by Moſes, 
ed, ¶ adyances this, That it was enough to 
believe in the Name of Chriſt, and to 
confeſs him with the Mouth, Rom. 10. 
910, That is to fay, a Man thereby 
was put into a ſtate of Juſtification 
and Salvation: So that if he died, the 
very next moment he ſhould be re- 
ceived into the Arms of Mercy. 


from obedience to the Laws of the 
holy Jeſus afterwards, ( for he was 
oot:) But it is one thing to be entred 

IE G 3 into 


Not that this was to take him off 


86 


A Diſcourſe of the 


into a ſtate of Salvation, and another 


to be continued in it; which is, b 


Perſeverance in well-doing. Which 
is ſo much required even by Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf, as may be ſeen by the 
Tenor of his Sermons and Diſcourſes 
made to his Diſciples,(as they are up- 


on Record in the New Teſtament) as 


alſo by thoſe many excellent Leſſons 
of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, which 
are to be found 1n the Writings of 


St. Paul, who ſo much crys up Faith 


in oppoſition to the Works of the 
Law. | 

What I have ſaid upon this Subject, 
J think, is plain and clear, and will 
ſatisfy the moderate who have treated 
of the Firſt and Second Covenants; 
and of Faith and good Works. 
I have as near as I could, expreſſed 
the Senſe of holy Scripture concernin 
theſe Matters, and have, as much as 
could, avoided claſhing with Learned 
Men who have treated of them. 

What remains to be ſpoken to more 
will be handled in ſome of the Parti- 
culars that follow. | 

Before I leave this Subject, I muſt 
take notice, that as the Jews were 
ſtumbled at this Doctrine of Faith, » 

alſo 
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alſo ſome of the Learned Gentiles 


laughed at it as a fooliſh thing; as 


particularly Celſus the Epicurean in 
Origen, That Men ſhould believe, and 
ſo be ſaved. Here they fooliſhly con- 
ceited, that Men were not to ſeek for 


Grounds of their Belief, which was 


quite falſe. For Chriſt did not enjoin 
any one to believe upon him without 
very ſufficient Grounds, as of his Mi- 


racles,which he wrought by the Power 


of his heavenly Father. As he told 
the Jews, If ye believe not me, believe 
the works; that is to ſay, believe upon 
me for the very Works ſake, St. John 
10.38. And when his Apoſtles preach- 
ed up Faith in his Name, they gave 
good reaſon why thoſe to whom they 
preached ſhould believe, by ſuch great 


and miraculous Works as were done 


by their Lord and Maſter before them. 
Neither was it a Th wiss, (as the 
Heathen repreſented it) an airy and 
ineffectual Belief, but ſuch as was na- 
turally enough productive of good 
Works, it ſo good Seed was not choak- 
ed by the carnal Luſts of Men. Which 
thing did appear manifeſtly in the ho- 
neſt and godly Lives of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, who then in the Judgment 
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A Diſcourſe of the 

of their Enemies were exemplary for 
their Piety towards God, and love to 
all Men. As Tertullian brings in an 
Heathen ſaying of a particular Chri- 
ſtian, Bonus Vir Caias Sejus; tantum 
Chriſtianus. It ſeems they had no- 
thing to find fault with in Chriſtians, 
but only that they were ſo. But this 
makes for the Commendation of their 


Religion, I may ſay of their Faith, 


( becauſe that is the Subject I am up- 
on) becauſe it produces ſo good Fruits 
as were notorious to the obſervation 
of thoſe very Men who were contrary- 
minded, and upon that only Account 


thought it their duty to be their mor- 


tal Enemies. 

Having done with Faith, I proceed 
to ſpeak of Repentance to be perfor- 
med on Man's Part: A thing that 
fell in —_— this Subject. 
For ſceing Man had broken the Terms 
of the Firſt Covenant, he was to do 
ſomething in order to make God his 
Friend, whom he had provoked by 
his diſobedience. And what ſo na- 
2 as to repent of it? I have ſhewn 
how this was one of the Conditions 
required both by gur Saviour himſelf, 
— by his Apoſtles, who had Com- 

miſſion 
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miſſion to preach in his Name, not 
only to the Jews, but to all Nations. 
Now Repentance, in the Senſe of 
holy Scripture, eſpecially of the New 
Teſtament, is uerdveia, that is to ſay, 
a change of mind from bad to good. 
Here, as I have ſaid, it is to be con- 
ſidered, that there was a breach of 
Laws; in the Jews,of Moſes his Law ; 
in the Gentiles, of the natural Law 


ingrafted in their minds by the Author 


of their Being, or made known 

Tradition from their Forefathers. 
And this makes God's proceeding to 
appear very proper and neceſſary. 
When he gave the Jews a Law, that 


Which was to be done was to call for 


obedience. When this Law was bro- 
ken (as it was moſt notoriouſly by 
thoſe very People, to whom it was 
ven) he was to call for Repentance, 
that is to ſay, a change of mind. 
I ſhall here a little enlarge upon it, 
as I find it opened and explained in 
holy Scripture. © 
And Firſt, here offers it ſelf a ſor- 
rowful Confeſſion of former Miſdo- 
doings, both to God and Man. 5 


Firſt 
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Firſt, To God, as he was chief 
and principally offended by the breac 
of his Laws. | | 

| Secondly, To Man, in cafe of of- 
fence or wrong done to him, 

I have ſhewn that this was preſcri- 
bed Men in the Law of Moſes : And 
there was a Form of Confeſſion pre- 
ſcribed to the Jews, which they were 
to repeat over the Head of the Beaſt 
that was to be {lain by way of Atone- 
ment for their Sin. We do not find 
the very Words lay'd down in any 
Text of the Law, but it has been gi- 
ven us by learned Men out of to 
Writings of their Rabbies and Do- 
Qtors, This I have ſhewn was Moral: 
And appears ſo, becauſe *tis taken in- 
to the New Teſtament, as appears by 
— Paſſages that I have cited al- 
ready. 

aus, There is Reſtitution and 
Satisfaction to be made to the Parties 
who have been injured by us, either 
in Word or Deed. A neceſſary Con- 
dition of pardon under the Second 
Covenant as well as of the old. For 


though Chriſt has ſhed his moſt pre- 


cious Blood to make an Atonement 
and Propitiation for Sin, which was 


typi- 
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typified in the old Law, yet theover- 
ture of it is not applied to us, but 
upon the Condition of undoing what 
we have done amiſs, and making a- 
mends for it, to the beſt of our Power. 
For it 1s not to be ſuppoſed that Chriſt 
came into the World to encourage In- 
juſtice,or 22 Knavery; which 
perhaps might be objected by the 
Enemies of our Religion, if Men were 
taken off from Reſtitution. Beſides, 
other things that may be here ſaid, 


Chriſt encouraged this in the Perſon 


of Laccheus a Publican, who *tis very 
like had been an Extortioner or an 
unjuſt Perſon (as commonly ſuch 
People are.) For when he had made 
a Proteſtation, That he would reſtore 
four-fold to any one that he had wron- 
ged, and moreover give halt of the 
reſt of his Goods to the Poor; then 
Chriſt declared, That Salvation was 
come to his Houſe, St. Lake 19.9. 
Thirdly, There is Almſgiving re- 
quired in a true Penitent. This ap- 
pears from this Example of Zzcchews, 
and by ſeveral Commands in hol 
Scripture. This as it is at all times, ſo 
more neceſſary to make amends for 
Wrongs done. It has a wonderful 
: range 
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ſtrange influence next to the Blood of 
Chriſt to propitiate God, 15 I may 
ſo ſpeak without offence) that is to 
ſay, to make him our Friend, when 
we have diſpleaſed him. By mercy and 
truth iniquity is purged, Prov. 16. 6, 
The holy Prophet Daniel adviſes King 
Nebuchadnezzar, who had made many 
unjuſt Wars upon his Neighbours, to 
break off his Sins by Righteouſneſs, 
and his Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy 
to the Poor, Dan. 4.27. When the 
People came to John the Baptiſt, and 


asked what to do, (I ſuppoſein order 


to make them true Penitents) he ad- 
viſed them to give ſomething to the 
Neceſſities of others, Let him that hath 
two Coats impart to him that hath none; 
that is, give one of the two, and let 
him that hath Meat do likewiſe, Luke 
10. 10. This is to bring forth Fruits 
worthy of Repentance, that is to ſay, 
meet or agreeable to it; as it is in the 
8th of the forecited Chapter. And our 
Saviour himſelf adviſed the Phariſees, 
to give Alms of what they had, in 
order to be truly cleanſed, Lake 11.41. 


I will cite but one Text more to this 


purpoſe; and it ſhall be that of the 
Hebrews 13.16. To do good and to com- 
| | municats 
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municate forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God 
i well pleaſed, Theſe Sacrifices are never out 
of date under the Goſpel ; but eſpecially to 
be uſed in caſe of Sin. It is plain, that theſe 
things do not interfere with that Cleanſin 
which as by the Blood of Chriſt are requir 
by him, highly approved when done. He 
excuſes us, or has taken us from bringing 
the Sacrifices of Bullocks and Lambs, but nor 
of ſuch Sacrifices as theſe. And in this, our 
Task is eaſier than it was under the Law, be- 
cauſe leſs chargeable and expenſive. Whereas 
then Men were put to much Coſt and Trouble 
in offering ſlain Beaſts by way of Atonement; 
this is wholly taken off, the Blood of Chriſt 
anſwering for this fully, and to all intents, 

Having now done with the Terms on 
Man's Part, required by the Second Cove- 
nant, I come to handle thoſe on God's Part. 

And the Firſt that offers it ſelf, is, Pardon 
of former Sins; a great Encouragement to 
Man to perform his Part. For if he were 
not well aſſured, that there was room for 
Pardon, he would find but ſmall lift to re- 
pent and amend his former Doings. 

And in this very thing I conceive our Ju- 
ſtificatton conſiſts. 

This appears from ſeveral Places of holy 
Scripture, where to be juſtified and pardoned 
are explained one by another, and gy 
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ſeem to be one and the ſame thing, St. Paul 
tells the Jews, Adds 13. 20. That they ſhould 
have remiſſion of Sins through Chriſt ; and 
then immediately adds, That all Believers 
ſhould be juſtified from thoſe things, from 
which they could not be juſtified by the Law 
of Moſes ; that is to ſay, for which there was 
no Pardon to be obtained by the Law of 
Moſes. | 

For the underſtanding of which it is to be 
known, That there was no Propitiation or 
means of Pardon for ſome great Sins; as of 
Murder and Adultery : In which Caſe David 
fays, T hat God deſired no Sacrifice from him, 
P/al. 51. 16. but they who were guilty of it 
were to be put to Death for certain, as ap- 
pears by the Tenor of the Law. But now 
ſays St. Paul, they might be juſtified or re- 


ceive pardon for thoſe very. Sins, for which 


there was no Salvo made by that ; that is to 
ſay, by the Preaching of feſus Chriſt, and 

Faith 1n his Blood. | 
A Doctrine very comfortable to poor Sin- 
ners, and worthy of that merciful God with 
whom they have to do, Again, in ſeveral 
Places of St. Paul's Epiſtles, Juſtification is 
oppoſed to Condemnation, particularly Ro- 
maus 5.16,18. And Condemnation is that 
which is directly oppoſite to Pardon. Nay, 
Chriſt himſelf, in the Inſtitution of * holy 
| acra- 
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Sacrament, ſufficiently declares this, when 
giving the Cup to his Diſciples he ſays, That 
it is the New Teſtament in his Blood which 
is ſhed for many, for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
as if that was the only, or main thing, he de- 
ſigned in ſhedding of his moſt precious Blood. 
Matth. 26. 28. N 

I might heap up a great many Texts of 
Scripture to this purpoſe, if it were needful. 
So that Men have no need to look any fur- 
ther for Juſtification than was included in 
Pardon of Sin, from whom all other good 
things neceſſarily follow ; the Favour of God, 
and a Right and Title to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. For he that ſpared not hit own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not 
with him freely give us all things, Rom. 3. 322 
Now how did God give up his Son? Why 
to ſuffer a bitter Death to make an Atone- 
ment for our Sins; that is to ſay, to obtain 
Pardon for us? The holy Apoſtle goes on, 
and ſays, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect? It is God that juſtifieth, This 
great Matter of which we have been ſpeak- 
ing, is expreſſed different ways, in holy Scrip- 
ture ; ſometimes, as I have Gag by Pardon of 
Sin ; ſometimes, by Juſtification; ſometimes, 
by Reconciliation with God, and ſometimes 
by Non-Imputation of Sin, as may be taken 
notice of eſpecially in the Epiſtles of St. T5 
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which ſome Learned Men have fancied were 
different things; and by thus indulging their 
Fancies have fallen foul upon one another; as 
if they had been of different Judgments; when 
indeed there was no ſuch matter.. 

Before I leave this point, I crave leave to 
ſay, That I find no Ground to place Juſtifi- 
cation in the Imputation of the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, in any one Text of holy Scripture. 
I do find indeed, in the 4th Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Romans, That Juſtification is 
expreſſed by Non-imputation of Sin; but this 
is far different from the other Aſſertion. For 
*tis one thing by the mercy of God not to 
have our Sins imputed to us, ( as the Apoſtle 
there ſays) that is, not to have them charged 
upon us, and that is to be pardoned for the 
fake of Chriſt, and through Faith in his 
Name : Andquite another thing to have the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us, or 

made over to us, as if we had done in our 
Perſons whatſoever he did, as is maintained 
by many Proteſtant Divines. 'This I look up- 
on to be an Excurſion of Wit and Fancy 1n 
ſome great Men, but not to be relied upon. 
And there is no need of any ſuch thing : For 
*tis enough for us, that. our Perſons are ac- 
cepted (though having been great Sinners,) 
or that our Sins are pardoned for the fake of 
Chriſt. I am the more confirmed in my 
2 . Opinion, 
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Opinion, becauſe I ind nothing in the Arti- 
cles of the Church of England, that are for the 
imputation of Chriſt's Ri hteouſneſs. And 
I think, it will be hard for any one to find 
any Text expreſs for it in any part of holy 
Scripture. And, that I might not be miſtaken, 
I looked over all thoſe Texts which are al- 
ledged by the Weſtminſter Confeſhon of Faith, 
in the 11th Article thereof, which treats di- 
realy of this matter; But found none alled- 
ged to my Satisfaction. The, moſt conſider- 
able Texts to this purpoſe are, Rom. 4. 3 to 8. 
2 Cor. 1 F 19,20 Which when I have exa- 
mined, I will leave to the impartial Reader, 
whether he can beat out of either, or both of 
them, the Doctrine of the Imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Now in the Place of 
the Romans we read thus. Now to him that 
worketh not, hut believerh on him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly , his faith is counted for righteouſneſs. 
Here the Faith of him that worketh not, that 
is to Rays hath not done good Works, is im- 
puzed for Righteouſneſs ; but I do not find 
that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed 
to him. Togo on; Even as David alſo de- 
ſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the man unto whom God 
imputeth righteouſneſs without works , ſaying, 
bleſſed are = whoſe 42 are forgiven, 4 
whoſe ſins are covered-; bleſſed is that man unto 
whom the Lord will not re. ſin; a 9 
taken 
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taken by the holy Apoſtle out of the 32 P/aly 
I, 2 Verſes, Now whereas tis here ſaid, 
That God imputeth Righteouſneſs without 
Works ; it is explaine what follows, 
That his Sin is not imputed to him, that tis 
forgiven and covered; and in theſe Expreſ- 
ſions no more is implied than that his Sin is 
pardoned, and that he is looked upon as a 
righteous Perſon ; not that all the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt is imputed or made over to 
him, as if he was verily Righteous, as the 
holy Jeſus was. It is plain ſuch a thing can- 
not bedrawn from the forecited Words with- 
out a kind of force put upon them. To go 
on to the other tamous Text uſed by 
the Aſſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, to 
prove the latter part of their 11 Article, for 
the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteoutneſs, 
which is exprelly affirmed. It is 2 Cor. 5. 19, 
20,21. To wit, that God was in Chriſt, recon- 
ciling the world unto himſelf, not impating their 
treſpaſſes unto them. For he hath made him to 
be ſin for a, who knew no ſin, that we might be 
made the righteouſneſs of God iy him. Here *tis 
plain, how we are made the Righteouſneſs 
of God, and that is, by -non-imputation of 
Sin, not imputing our Treſpaſſes unto us. 
Chriſt was made Sin for us; that is to fay, 
was treated as a moſt notorious MalefaCtor ; 
we, for his ſake, are dealt with as compleatly 
IT” IMS aighteous 
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righteous Perſons, And herein, as I have 
before ſaid, conſiſts our Satisfaction before 
God. And happy it is for us, that it is ſo: 
For who can ſay he has made his heart clean, 
he is pure from his Sin? Who dare ſtand up- 
on his own Innocence at the great Day of 
Judgment? But then we muſt have a care 
that we do not abuſe the Goodneſs and Mercy 
of God, who is ready to pardon paſt Sins, to 
carnal Liberty; an ill uſe that ſome People 
made of this Boctrine, even in the time or 
St. Paul, which he ſet himſelf induſtriouſly to 
prevent; Shall we continue in ſin that grace may 
abound ? God forbid, Rom. 6. 1,2. | 
Having done with the Firſt thing that 
God promiſed to do on his part, by virtue 
of the Second Covenant, which is pardon of 
former Sins, I proceed to the next; which 


is the Promiſe of his Holy Spirit, whereby 


thoſe who believed upon his Son, ſhould be 
enabled to lead a new Life, according to the 
Terms of the Goſpel. M003 f -þ 7 ee 
This was promiſed to the Jews under the 
Old Teſtament by almoſt all the Prophets, for 
their Encouragement, though little or no- 
thing of this was mentioned in the Letter of 
the Law. And-T conceive' that this being 
wanting therein, God ſupplied it by what he 
me into the minds of his Prophets, to make 

is People acquainted with, that they 

PITTS H 2 might 
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might be aſſured of his Love and Kindneſs 
both to themſelves and their Poſterity. Theſe 
are referred to in the New Teſtament. 'The 
moſt Famous perhaps of all is that of Jeremy 
1, from the iſt Verſe to the 4th, is preciſely 
lay'd down by the Author of the Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, Chapter the 8th, from the 8th 
Verſe to the end. Where tis brought in as 
the whole new Covenant on God's part, 
as indeed it contains the moſt part of it, For 
here pardon of Sin is promiſed in the largeſt 
Senſe, That he will no more remember their 
Sins and Iniquities, and that he will put his 
Laws into their Minds, and write them in 
their Hearts; that is to ſay, by his Holy Spi- 
rit, a large Portion of which ſhould be com- 
municated to them, as appears from other 
Places of holy Scripture. St. jor 6. 45: It is 
written in the Prophets, Te /hall be all caught 
of God ; 1h which no queſtion our Saviour 
lad reſpect to that of the holy Prophet 1/az4h, 
Chap. 54. Ver.13. There is a famous Place, 
Acts 2. 28. where we find that the holy 
Apoſtle St. Peter, after the deſcent; of the 
Holy-Spirit upon himſelf, and his Collegues, 
lets the People of 1/rae/ know, that in this 
very thing the famous Prophecy of Joel, Chap. 
2, Ver. 8. was fulfilled. And in the cloſe of 
that Diſcourſe he exhorts them to Repeat, 
and to be baptized into- the Name of Jens 
22870 = M2; Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, in order to receive remiſſion of Sins, 
and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. This is a 
Text very pertinent to my purpoſe: For it 
holds forth what was to be done on Man's 
Part, That they ſhould repent and be bap- 
tized into the Name of Chriſt, in Which was 
included Faith. And by ſo doing they were 
made capable to receive the Holy Ghoſt: 
And this was a thing very neceſſary. For with - 
out it it was naturally impoſſible for Men to 
lead that new Life which they were com- 
manded to do: And with it, there is nothing 
ſo hard in all the Chriſtian Religion, but it 
may be performed. Whence St. Paul tells 
the Romans, who had believed, been bapti- 
zed, and conſequently had received tlie Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt, That ſin ſhould not have 
dominion over them, for they were not under 
the law but under grace, Rom.5.14. And that 
holy Father St. Chryſoſtom ſpeaks to this pur- 
po e, in ſome part of his Works, (as I have 
ound him quoted) © That Chriſtians ſhould 
« be far better Men than thoſe under the 
« Law ; becauſe (ays he) Free is the Grace 
« of Chriſt under the Goſpel. Which Words 
of that great Man are a ſufficient Comment 
upon the Apoſtle's Words that I have cited. 
And it is remarkable, 'That at firſt Chriſtians 
were very exemplary in their Lives and.Con- 
verſations, and were as ſo many Lights in 
1285 H 3 the 
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the World, as St. Paul ſpeaks of the Philip- 

pians, Chap. 2. Ver. by If they are not ſo 
t 


now, it is much to 
have the ſame holy Goſpel that their Forefa- 
- thers had; they have the ſame Aſſiſtances as 
they had, I mean, ſo far as are neceſſary for 
the leading an holy Life. For as for the ex- 
traordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt (which 
yet ſome Enthuſiaſtick Sects amongſt us pre- 
tend to) there is great reaſon to think, that 
They are long 2g0 ceaſed, there being no ne- 
ceſſity for them, eſpecially amongſt thoſe 
that make Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion. Miracles were Signs for Infidels, not 
or Believers. But it is obſervable, that the 
Gift of the Spirit followed upon Perſons be- 
ing Baptized : So in the Text before cited, 
out of Acts 2. the — were exhorted to be 
baptized into the Name of Chriſt, in order to 
receive the Holy Ghoſt: as if the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the Water in 
this ſecond Creation (as I may fo term it) 
as it did in the firſt Creation. To which, I 
ſuppoſe, our Saviour had reference in his 
Diſcourke with Nicodemw:, St. John 3. 5. Ex- 
cept 4 Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kjngdom of God, And ſo 
the Words are underſtood by moſt of the An- 
cient Fathers, and the chief of modern Lear- 
ned Men, And, for my part, I love to go 
„ along 
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along with good Company. om — 
thus, Let me adviſe all Perſons that have not 
been baptized, and are now come to years 
of Diſcretion, that they requeſt Baptiſm for 
themſelves. And let all Parents take care to 
have their Children baptized, that they may 
be taken into Covenant with God, and be 
made Partakers of his Holy Spirit, which is 
generally obtained thereby. And let them 
not think that there is no great matter in it. 
For God did never appoint any thing in vain: 
And he loves to do great things by things 
that appear ſmall and inconſiderable in the 
Eyes of Men, to make worldly Wiſdom aſha- 
med, and to ſhew his Power and Might. N aa- 
man could not have been cured of his Leproſy 
without waſhing, and that too in the River 
of Jordan, that belonged to the People of 
God ; not in any of the Rivers of Damaſcus, 
though the Waters of them might ſeem as 
fair and clear as thoſe of Jordan; to ſhew, 
That God was amongſt his choſen People, and 
to declare, that he would have things done 
in his own way, and nat according to the 
Fancies of Men. 3h | 
Having now ſhewn, how God promiſed to 
ive his Spirit to enable Men to lead a new 
ife, and that he alſo performed this Promiſe, 


muſt ſhew how this new Life was to be 
: „ 1 
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And that is, as I faid, according to the 
terms of the Goſpel; that is to ſay, the Rules 
and Precepts of it. We are not therefore fo 
much to ſtudy Moſes as Chriſt, to know what 
is our Duty. And therefore we mult be fre- 
quently converfant in the reading of Chriſt's 
Sermon, or Diſcourſes, and the Doctrinal 
Part of his Apoſtles Writings. | 

I have chiefly pointed to theſe plain things, 
becauſe *tis not neceſſary for common People 
to trouble their Heads with the myſterious 
Points of Predeſtination, and ſuch like, which 
are treated of in the former part of St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Romans. It is enough for them 
to know their Duty, and do it. And this 
ſeems to be excellently ſummed up in that 
Text of the holy Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to 
Titus, Chap. 2. Ver. 13. To deny ungodlineſs 
and worlaly laſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
and goaly, in this preſent World, ' 
Where *tis to be noted that St. Paul lays 
_ down a Chriſtian's Duty, 

Firſt, Negatively. 
Secondly, Poſitively. 

Firſt, 1 He is to deny Ungod- 

lineſs and worldly Luſts. In the word Deny, 


there ſeems to be a reference to what is pra- 
ctiſed in Baptiſm; that there was a Renuncia- 
tion made by the Party Baptized, to all the 
Works of the Devil. Under the word Un- 

3 godlineſs, 


n S «ca « » . 


p=_ 5 > 5 WW = Yo 


——n we ww TT Www ww mKs WW i »_ 


WT 


, 
2 


* ; 


T wo Covenants. 105 


zodlineſs, I conceive, with the Learned Eſtius, 
Is included the Practice of Idolatry, that 
was the moſt prevailing Sin in the World, as 
2 Sin of a very comprehenſive Nature, all 
manner of UncJeanneſs going along with it, 
as appears by a great 13 Paſſages in the Old 
Teſtament; whence, I ſuppoſe, it is called 
Whoredom, and Adultery, and Abomination. 
And under wordly Luſts, T ſuppoſe, are com- 
priſed all other ſinful Practices, The 755 of the 


he, the luſts of the fleſh, and the pride of life. 


Thus much briefly of our Duty, as tis laid 
down negatively by the holy Apoſtle. 
- Secondly, Poſitively : 1. To live Soberly. 
This compriſes our Duty we owe to our 
Selves, that we be moderate 'in Diet, and in 
the uſe of ſeveral Pleaſures; and ſo to keep our 
Bodies free from Diſeaſes and Pains, to which 
Sobriety and Temperance conduce very much. 

2. To live Righteouſly,that is, to give every 
one his due, Fear to whom fear, honour to whom 
honoar, cuſtom to whom caſtom. = | 

3. To perform our Duty to God, that is, to 
honour him in Thought, Word and Deed, 
or op by frequenting his Service in 
Time and Place, appointed by our Lawful 
Superiors both in Church and State. 2 

I deſigned to be but very brief in the Ex- 


plication of this Noble and Comprehenſive 


Text, becauſe it has been ſo well and largely 
| N opened 
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opened by the Worthy Author of the Whole 
Daty of Man, that to do more is altogether 
ncedleſs, eſpecially in this Place, and at this 
Time. I could only wiſh, That that Excel- 
lent Author had begun his Diſcourſe as S. Paul 
does, by ſhewing, 1. What we were not to 
do, and ſo had treated largely of the Sin of 
Idolatry, which would ha ve given Light to 
many Paſſages both of the Old and New Te- 
ſtament. But every Man may have leave to 
o in his own way; and ſol leave him to the 
hriſtian Reader, with my Prayers, That he 
may grow better by the reading of that which 
is, 10 pious, and ſo well deſigned, by that 
humble and learned Author. 
I proceed to ſpeak to the Third thing that 
God would do on his Part ; namely, To. be- 
ſtow the Kingdom of Heaven upon thoſe that 
on their Part did perform the Conditions re- 
quired by him; that is to ſay, to live up to 
what is required in the Goſpel of his Son. 
And having mentioned this, I cannot bu 
take notice, that they who made the Secon 
Covenant 585 Covenant of Faith, and not 
at all of good Works, did not conſider things 
ſo well as they ſhould. I do ſuppoſe their 
Miſtake proceeded from a faulty honour, yet 
very incident to humane Nature, which I 
think is ſtiled by ſome Learned Men Aub, 
daa mh; Avtoroxic,by which they ſeem to 1 — 
| | Han 
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ſtand an Inclination or Readineſs to go at 
the furtheſt diſtance from others, who have 
been wrong, when they might have kept a 
little nearer to them; or when they warp the 
Stick that has been bent one way, too much 
2 — other. — ou t 9 
eemed too much to magnify orks, 
ſome in their firſt Fer vors 2 it became 
them to cry them quite down; and made a 
direct oppoſition between the Law and the 
Goſpel. Whereas they are not contrary the 
one to the other, but diſſerent or diverſe. 


The Law calls for Works, and fo does the 


Goſpel: But then the Works that the Goſpel 
requires are of a different Nature for the moſt 
part; not the offering of Beaſts ſor the pro- 
pitiation of Sins; not the waſhing of the 
Body, but the cleanſing of the Soul, by the 
Tears of Repentance, and the offering of a 
broken and a contrite Spirit. And this muſt 
be done with Faith in the Name of jeſus 
Chriſt, or elſe is not accepted. Beſides, as 
I have already ſaid, Faith is firſt required, 
and afterwards good Works, when we are 
enabled to do them by the Mercy of God; 
that is to ſay, when we have received the 
Gift of the Holy Spirit, i 
This which I have now ſaid, and that which 
I have now lay'd down before in this Trea- 
tiſe, may aſſoyl the differences that are be- 


Tween 
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and may reconcile thoſe who have explained 
the matter otherwiſe than I have done, to 
my Explication of it. I have, as near as 1 
could, kept cloſe to our firſt Reformers, and 
I think I have not gone far from them; {6 
that, I hope, I have given no offence to 
any good Proteſtant in what I have written 
upon this Subject: Tis certain, I think, from 
Scripture, That though we are entred into 
a ſtate of Favour with God, as ſoon as we 
Believe and Repent, and ſo are certainly fa, 
ved, if we ſhould be taken off in that jun- 
cure by Death; * are we farther bound to 
do the whole Will of Chriſt, if God give a 
longer time to live in the World. And if 
we do not, we cannot be made Partakers of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. It is very plain to 
every one that reads the New Teſtament 
that it is thus. And therefore why ſhould 
any one fear to lay it down? If any will be 

ended with the Truth, his Diſpleaſure is 
not to be regarded. 1 

Before I leave this Point wholly, I muſt 
take notice, that whereas the Promiſes in the 
Firſt Covenant are moſtly Temporal ( eſpe- 
cially if the bare Letter of the Law be regar- 
ded ) fo Promiſes of the Second are as much 


of another Nature; and if temporal things 


ſeem to be promiſed, tis by the by, or by 


tween learned Men concerning this Point, 


ane Th. a. r 
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way of overplus, or but in a ſlender Propor- 

tion, or accompanied with ſome kind of Per- 
ſecution, that Men may not ſet up their reſt 
on this ſide of Heaven. It may not be amiſs 
to produce ſome Texts to this purpoſe: Bleſs 
fed are they that are perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 
ſake , for theirs is the 1 Heaven. 

Matth. 5. 10. Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, 
and his Righteouſneſs, and then all theſe things 
(ball be aided unto you. Having Food and Rats 
ment let us be therewith content, 1 Tim. 6.8. 
When Peter ſaid he had left all and followed 
Chriſt, he made him this Anſwer, There is u0 
Man that hath left Houſe, or Brethren, or Si- 
ſters, or Father, or Mother, or N. 45 or Children, 
or Lands, for his ſake and the Goſpel's; but he 
ſhall receive an hunared-fold nom in this time, 
Houſes, and Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, 
ana Children, and Lands, with Perſecutions, and 
in the World to come eternal Life, Mark 10. 28 
to 30. So that no good Man ſhould expect 
to be as Rich, or Great, or as highly Reſpect - 


ed, or to live at as much Eaſe as any other, 


upon the Account of his Piety. For in this 
he may be miſtaken : For this was not pro- 
miſed him. Even under the Law it was ſome- 
times otherwiſe. with the beſt Men, as ap- 
pears by many Examples. Moſes himſelf en- 
tred not the promiſed Land, and all his Life 
long was exerciſed with many 60006 Af- 

| itions ; 
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flictions; once he was ſo much diſturbed by 
the unreaſonable Murmuring of thoſe Peo- 
ple, to whom he was appointed a Loader and 
a Guide by God himſelf, That he wiſhed to 
be killed out of hand, Vamb. 1 1. 15. His Life 
was a burthen to him. And ſo it was with 
Elijah, and many of the Saints under the Old 
Teſtament. And if the Condition of good 
Men wy that Diſpenſation, oO — much 
wages al Happineſs was promiſed»«them, by 
the” e Law, — better than 0 
it muſt be a very fond thing for Chriſtians to 
expect nothing but Eaſe and Pleaſure in this 
World, things which are not promiſed them in 
the Goſpel. They muſt therefore look up to 
Heaven, and fix their Thoughts upon thoſe 
things Which are there laid up for them, and 
where they will _—_—_ enjoy perpetual 
Happineſs and Glory. with their bleſſed Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ; Who for the Joy that wa 
ftr before him, endured the Croſs," deſpiſing the 
Shame, and is nom ſet down at the right hand 

God, that is now in the higheſt Seat of Exal- 
tation that can be imagined. Having hinted, 
That God did not make good his Promiſe to 
his Saints under the Law, by beſtowing world- 
ly Proſperity upon them, it may be enquired 
how this came about? To this I anſwer, 
1. That the State of things is ſo many times, 
that ſor the preſent it cannot well be ur 
* SHIV1 201 W1IC- 
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wiſe. - So a Tyrant will perſecute a Prophet 
that rebukes him for his Sin; as Ahab di 
Elijah, but eſpecially that wicked Woman 
Jezebel his Wife. And in general Calamities, 
as Plague or Famine, or ſudden inroads of 
Enemies upon a Country, good Men mult 
unavoidably ſuffer ſome hardſhip, at leaſt for 
a time, till deliverance can be made out for 
them. 2. A Promiſe is 3 Two ways, 
Firſt, By giving or beſtowing the thing pro- 
miſed ; or, Secondly, giving ſomething better 
in the room. So it was in this Caſe. The 
Saints under the Old Teſtament might go 
without the good things promiſed by the Le- 
nor of the Law, -becauſe they had ſomething 
better; a Senſe of God's Favour,an Aſſurance 
of immortal Happineſs and Glory in the World 
to come. And theſe things, I ſuppoſe, will 
fully ſatisfy the former Enquiry.” By them 
alſo a good Reaſon is given, why temporal 
Felicity is not the Portion of good Men under 
the Second Covenant. 20 

I come now to ſhew how this Second Co- 
| 2 Was dye el or —_— 
that appears by the holy Scripture to be the 
_ ef Chrilt him el the very Mediator 
O It. | 124 
It' may not be 


amiſsto enquire, upon what 


Account it was neceſſary for Chritt to ſhed 
his moſt precious-Blood in this Cafe. _ 


rr . figs Tow et 
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| +4 ſuppoſe, it was ſo for theſe following Rea \ 
ns. i i Fe 2 

Firſt, Becauſe the New Covenant ſhould 

bear ſome correſpondence with the Old. Eve- 
ry thing was purged with Blood, and with- 
out ſhedding of Blood was no remiſſion, Heb, 
9.22. It may be perceived, that in many 
things there was an Agreement between the 

Old and New Covenants. Chriſt was a Pro- 
phet like unto Moſes in many things, though 
greater in others, as may be ſeen by that ſhort 
Account I have given of both their Lives. 
The Law was given upon a Mountain, or from 
a Mountain, and ſo was the Goſpel in ſome 
meaſure. For it was upon a Mountain that 
be delivered his Firſt Sermon, contained in 
the 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters of St. Matthew. 
It was upon a Mountain, that he gave Com- 
miſſion to his Diſciples to make known the 
Contents of this Second Covenant to all Na- 
tions, that is, to teach them to obſerve what- 
ſoe ver he had given in command, St. Matthew 
28. 16. to the end of the Chapter. And be- 
ing Blood was ſhed for remiſſion of Sins under 
the Firſt Covenant, what wonder is it if 
Blood was ſhed for the ſame purpoſe under 
the Second? A. 39 
Secondly, It is Se reed by Learned 
Men, That the ſhedding of Blood for Atone- 
ment and Propitiation of Mens Sins, 4 pre- 
” gur 6 


4 


received their ſolemn Sanction by that means, 


te and typify the ſhedding of Chriſt's 
Blood in the Fulneſs of time; and had its 
force not ſo much upon its own Account, as 


for the Subſtance it did ſhadow forth. 80 


Chriſt is ſaid, to be the Lamb ſlain from the 


foundation of the World, Rev.13.8., And he 
was ſlain not only in Deſign, but in Repre- 


E 1 * A 1.6 
was neceſſary that Chriſt 


ſentation. | 
_ Thirdly, It 
ſhould. ſhed his Blood, that the New Cove- 
nant ſhould take place, and be in force, in 
the room of the Old, Hebrews 9. 16, 17. For 


where 4 Teſtament is, there muſt alſo of neceſſity 
of the Teſtator. » 4 140 ament it 
of force after Men are dead; otherwiſe it is 7 

uo ſtrength at all, whilſt the Teſtator loveth. 


be the death 


ble to conſtant Practice. 


This 18 n 
Though a Man has made his Will, yet no- 


thing paſſes to his deſigned Heir, till he is 


dead. Neither were the Benefits in and 


through Chriſt actually made over to ſinful 


Men during his Life. And if he had not laid 


down his Life, the Old Covenant had ſtill 


been in force, becauſe the New Covenant 
did not take place, till it was confirmed by 
the ſhedding of Chriſt's Blood, and ſo was 


made obligatory, | For Covenants. generally 


as has been ſhewa under the firſt Head. 
I © Fourth» 
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Fourthly, It was neceſſaty that Gat 
ſhould {hed his Blood, that ſo Sin might 
the more effectually taken away. Loan 
Rog large from the Four firſt Verſes of 
rod rm + For 2 * a baom of 
5 #0 tome, and not the very image 

; enn never with 'thife fra Che 

pow offered gear by year continually , ale the 
Comers thereanto perfect. For then (would th 
wot 'hneve 'ceafed to be offeretl ? becuuſt that 


 Wolfbippers once purged, ſboul have had 10 


more ton 4 . Bur in thoſe r ifioes 

1 e F ſims 2 
ger,” For it is not poſſible *that the "blood "of 
Balls an Gontsſbouli'take away-jin. In which, 
I fuppoſe, the Apoſtle mes > to the Anniver- 


Sacrifice offered up by the High Prieſt 
6 A the day of Expiation, Wen ech 45% of the 
See, for to make an Atonement or 

tion for his own Sins, and for the 

Sins > the People. Which us rene wel 
Tories Quvprier, even as often as that day re- 
turnetl in its courſe every year. But to 
this Nea ſoning of the ho! Apoſtle, That it 
Was impofible for the of Bulls and 
Sbdats to take way Sin, tliat it did certainly 
«tone and enpiate Sins, Levir. 27; 11. Fur 
"Phe fe of \the-flifh un in the blood, wh ieh T hwve 
Eu d apun rr Alm ae an atommmont 
for 
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for your ſouls, For it is the Mood that ma- 
keth Atonement for the Soul. This is a 
5 — and therefore tis fit that 
I ſhould anſwer it. I ſay then, there be 
two Senſes of taking away Sin. Firſt, The 
making an Atonement or Propitiation for it, 
or ſtaving off the Puniſhment due to it. 
And * was in ſome 2 by the Le- 
vitical Sacrifices , though but imperſectiy; 
becauſe the Law was but a ſhadow of — 
things to come, and not the very Subſtance 
it ſelf; as the Apoſtle argues in the 
forecited place, and had reſpect by the Atone- 
ment to be made to the Blood of Chriſt. 
Secondiy, There is another Notion of taking 
away Sin, that is, by the preventing of it 
for the time to that is, to purge the 
Conſcience from dead Works. And this was 
not done by the Blood of Bulls and Goats, 
and is only brought about by the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, Which is of that power and 
efficacy that was wanting in the other. To 
this may be added, what the Learned Eſtius 
ſays, That the Anniverfary Sacrifice on the 
day of Expiation was to be performed, whe. 
ther the High Prieſt and the People had re- 
peated their Tranfgreſhons, or no: So that 
as the holy Apoſtle fays, There was made 
only a Remembr 3 not 1 
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ſet and abſolute Propitiation. And thus 
have I ſhewn how neceſſary it was, that the 
Second Covenant ſhould be confirmed by the 
Blood of Chriſt, or that it was neceſſary for 
him to ſhed his moſt precious Blood to do 
that, which could not be done under the Firſt 
e pen th 
A i aid thi n not ſpe 
much dee, Tevar how this Second Cove- 
nant thus confirmed by the precious Blood of 
Chriſt was to be ev ing, For what rea- 
fon can there be given, why any other Co- 
venant ſhould ſucceed in the room of it? 
For can there be imagined any ſtronger San- 
ction or Confirmation than this Blood? All 
the Nations of the World thought themſelves 
bound as ſtriftly as they could, when they 
not only ſwore to one another, but ratified 
their Oaths by the Blood of the {lain Beaſts. 
And ſurely there is more force in the Blood 
of that immaculate Lamb Jeſus Chriſt, that 
was ſlain from the Foundation of the World, 
that is to ſay, in the deſign of God, and by 
repreſentation under the Sacrifices of the Old 
Law, and which was actually ſlain. Beſides, 
it is not to be imagined, that there is any 
deſect in this Second Covenant. Men, when 
they make a new Stipulation or Agreement 
with others, generally take care * 
1%; " 9555 What 
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what was wanting in the firſt, ſupplied. And 
ſhall we think God takes leſs care than Men, 
to have his holy Purpoſes fulfilled ? Again, 
"tis certain that the Second Covenant is eſta - 
bliſh'd upon better Promiſes than the firſt, 

as far as Heaven is before the beſt part of the 
Earth, (ſay Canaan or Paradiſe) and the 
Joys above more excellent than thoſe below. 


— 


How then can it be imagined, that there 


ſhould be any room for a Third Covenant, 
or reſtoring the Firſt, which was the Error 
of that grand Heretick Cerint us, who thought 
that aſter the Reſurrection the Sacrifices pre- 
ſcribed under the Law ſhould come in uſe 
in. It was agreeable indeed to his carnal 
otions about this matter, That the Earth 
ſhould be the Place of Mens Happineſs then, 
and that it ſhould be much after the ſame man- 
ner as it is now. I do not wonder that the 
holy Evangeliſt St. nw finding him in a 
Bath, made as much haſte out of it as he 


pany, or meet with ſome ſudden Miſchief, 


as tis reported of that holy Man. 


I have now finiſhed what I had to ſay of 
the Nature of the Second Covenant. And, 
by what I have delivered concerning it, the 
Reader will diſcover wherein the * 


could, left he ſhould be defiled by his Com- 
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between them lies. Not in ſome things, 
wherein ſome Men had fondly placed them, 
even to decrying of good Works, or at leaſt 
making them Jeſs neceſſary than appears 
from the Goſpel of our bleſſed Lord and ga- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. This I ſhall commend to 
the ſerious Reading of all Chriſtians, as con- 
taining the itions between God and 
them; and ler me conjure them all, by the 
precious Blood of the Son-of God, and by 
their Love for their own Souls, that they 
would always have in mind the Conditions 
of this Covenant on their Part, in which they 
are all ſonearly concerned, and accordingly 
ſtudy the Laws of the holy „and ſet 
themſelves to the practice of the ſame. I 
may ſay the ſame which the holy Man of God 
Moſes does to the People of the Jeme; Behold 
J fet \ before you this day Life and Death. Nay, 
I think, I may ſay it with more reafon ; be- 
_ cauſe the Death he ſpake of was chiefly tem. 
poral, ( id fur as 


h as the Life was tem 
appears by the Cortex or outward Letter 

the Law.) If hethought they might be mov 
to Obedience by this, there is much ſtronger 
reaſon for Chriſtians to obſerve the Com- 
mandments of God delivered by his Son Je» 
fas Chriſt; becauſe eternal Life and Death 
are plainly ſet before them, to allure _ by 
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Obedience on the one hand, and to fright 
them from diſobedience on the other. I 
do ſuppoſe that the Firſt Covenant, or the 
ctive; and e was to give way to 
another that was better, becauſe it did 
not reach the end for which it was gi- 
ven to Men; and it may be alſo pre- 
ſumed, That it did not accompliſh the de- 
ſigned end, becauſe the Promiſes, to out- 
Ward appearance, were but temporary, ac- 
cording to the Expreſſion of the Apoſtle; 
The Law made nothing perfect; but the bring- 
ing in 4 4 better hope did, Hebrews 7. 19. 
Now the Second Covenant may be 
ſuppoſed to produce better effects, becauſe 
it is eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes, He- 
brews 8. 6. If it do not, Chriſtians will 
have more to anſwer for than the Jews; 
and they muſt expect a ſharper Puniſh- 
ment in the World to come; according to 
that Expreſſion of the fame holy Apoſtle 
in the lame 
the 28th and 2gth Verſes; H that deſpiſad 
Moſes his Lam, died without mercy, under two. or 
three 'Witneſſes. Of how much. ſorer puniſh- 
ment, ſuppoſe ye , ſhall he be thought morthy, 
who leib tralen under foot the Sou gf God, 
ani hath countel the hoo f "the 3 
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 wherewith he mas ſanttified', an unholy. thing, 
and-hath done deſpite to the Spirit of grace ? 
I pray God all Chriſtians may conſider 
the importance of theſe pathetical Words; 
1 in I leave them to the bieſſing of 
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Books printed for J. Wale, at the Angel in St. Paul's | 
_ Church:yard. 13 
HE Wiſdom of God manifeſted in the Works of the Cre- 


ation. In Two Parts, viz. The heavenly Bodies, Ele- 
| | ments, Meteors; Foſſils, Vegetables, Animals, [ Beaſts, Birds, 


: 


. Fiſhes, and Inſects J more particularly in the Body of the 
Earth, its Figure, Motion, and Conſiſtency, and in the ad- 
mirable Structure of the Bodies of Man, and other Animak, 

1 as alſo in their Generation, cr. With Anſwers to ſome Ob- 

| jeftions. By Fobn Nay, F. R. S. The fourth Edition corretted, 

| 

| 

| 

' 


— 
_ 


14 The Temple. Sacred Poems, and Private Ejaculations. 
= By Mr. George Herbert, late Orator of the Univerſity of Cam- 
_ bridge, Together with his Life, The twelfth Edition cor- 
refed, with the Addition of an Alphabetical Table, 


and very much enlarg'd. | 
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